Senate Resolution No. 1335
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMEMORATI NG  the 125th Anniversary of Holy
Trinity Church of Utica, New York

WHEREAS, Religious institutions, and the nmany spiritual, social and
educational benefits they confer, play a vital role in the devel opnent
of the noral fabric of a responsible citizenry; and

WHEREAS, It is the tradition of this State and this Nation to pay
tribute to those institutions and individuals who have contributed to
the ethical and spiritual values of their communities; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmenorate the
125t h Anniversary of Holy Trinity Church of Utica, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The history of Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Ui ca,
New York began in OCctober of 1894 when 82 famlies and individuals
contributed a sumof 79 dollars toward a future Parish and Church to
serve Polish Inmgrants to the Uica Area; and

WHEREAS, Well before 1889, Polish famlies began to arrive in Uica
froma Pol and whi ch was di smenbered by three nei ghboring nations; and

VWHEREAS, The Polish immgrants entering the Utica area worked in
|l ocal factories and foundries seeking a better life for thensel ves and
their children; above all, they desired to live and preserve their
Cat holic Faith and Polish Culture and to share it wth future
generations; and

VWHEREAS, Wth this in mnd, the St. Stanislaus Society, a fraternal
aid society dedicated to their great Polish Patron was established in
1889, and woul d be the foundation wupon which the future parish and
church was built; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s Soci ety endeavor ed to seek out and invite
Pol i sh-speaking Priests to cone to Utica as they were able, especially
during Lent and Easter; after the initial offering of 79 dollars in
1894, nmonthly collections continued and in August of 1896, the Saint
St ani sl aus Society purchased a tract of |and along with a wooden frane
bui | di ng on Chenango Avenue; Chenango Avenue becane Lincoln Avenue, the
current address of the church; and

WHEREAS, In Cctober of 1896, the deed to this property was turned
over to the Syracuse Di ocese and Bishop Patrick Ludden, who was naned
the first Bishop of the new Syracuse D ocese 10 years earlier; he
assured the people he would honor their request for a priest to serve
themin their own Polish | anguage; and

WHEREAS,  Two nonths |ater, on Decenber 23, 1886, Father Sinon Pniak
arrived in Uica as the new pastor; his first Mass was celebrated on
Christmas Day in the St. John's School Hall on Burnet Street since the



smal|l frame building was still being converted into a nodest chapel,
rectory and office; one week later, on the Sunday after Christmas, 60

famlies attended the first Mass celebrated in this new little wooden
church; and

WHEREAS, On March 25, 1897, Holy Trinity Church was legally
i ncor porated, and on Septenber 19th of this sane year, the cornerstone
for a larger church was |aid and bl essed by Bi shop Ludden; and

WHEREAS, Due to events in Poland and the favorabl e opportunities for
enploynment in Uica, nore Polish immgrants began to settle in the area
and the Parish began to raise nore funds and nake plans for a larger
church; and

VWHEREAS, During the sumer of 1905, groundbreaking took place for a
new granite church; on July 15, 1906, Bishop Ludden laid the cornerstone
of this, Holy Trinity's present church, and at the sanme tine confirned a
cl ass of 500 children and spoke to the 2,000 people who gathered that
gl ori ous day; and

VWHEREAS, Today, Holy Trinity Church remains commtted to proclaim
t he gospel nmessage of Jesus Christ as a Roman Catholic conmunity of
faith, by pronoting a sense of commitnent to the church, encouraging
di vine worshi p and prayer, fostering evangelization and nurturing the
spirit of service; and

VWHEREAS, Wthin the context of its Polish-American religious and
cultural heritage, Holy Trinity Church truly fosters its traditions and
continues to aspire to personal growh in faith; furthernore, this vital
institution is determned to develop its vision for the future, to
educate the children in Christian values and to be receptive to the
creative and saving grace of the Blessed Trinity, Father, Son and
Spirit; and

VWHEREAS, Under the | um nous direction of Father John E. M kal aj unas,
Holy Trinity Church now stands on the threshold of tonorrow, prepared to
neet the <challenges of the comng decades, while retaining that
spiritual resolve which has so characterized its glorious past; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to take note of
enduring religious institutions and to bring such institutions to the
attention of the people of this Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 125th Anniversary of Holy Trinity Church of Uica, New
York, confident that this comenoration reflects our belief in those
val ues whi ch enhance the dignity and purpose of |ife; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Father John E. Mkal ajunas, Holy Trinity Church.



