Senate Resolution No. 1323
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG Li eutenant Brian Townsend upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

WHEREAS, Citizens across the State of New York are inspired by and
i ndebted to our noble firefighters who exhibit courage and bravery every
day in the course of their duties; and

WHEREAS, New York State firefighters exenplify the power of human
conpassi on and the strength of the Anerican spirit through actions of
t he nost heroic magnitude; their sacrifices and their selfless
dedication merit tribute and recognition by all citizens of this great
Nati on; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Li eutenant
Brian Townsend upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, On the evening of Septenber 12, 2020, Lieutenant Brian
Townsend, a 15-year veteran of the Rone Fire Departnent, was off-duty at
a canp with his famly when he was nmade aware that two boats had
collided at nearby Fourth Lake in Herkinmer County; and

WHEREAS, W thout hesitation or regard for his own safety, Lieutenant
Bri an Townsend rushed to the scene where a 22-year-old nan crashed his
ski boat into a pontoon boat, which had five people on board, including
two young children; and

VWHEREAS, As one of the first on the scene, Lieutenant Brian Townsend
began triage and treatnent of four critically injured people, and was
there to manage the scene to ensure the Town of Webb Police Oficers
were able to focus on other critical tasks; and

VWHEREAS, In recognition of his astute actions, Lieutenant Brian
Townsend was naned Firefighter of the Year by the Oneida County Fire
Chi efs Associ ati on on Thursday, Septenber 9, 2021, in Verona, New York;
and

VWHEREAS, A truly brave and courageous man, Lieutenant Brian Townsend
played a vital role in this extraordinary rescue effort, and should be
prai sed by the people of this great Enpire State for his selfless
actions in attenpting to preserve the |ife of another; and



WHEREAS, Lieutenant Brian Townsend, in his spontaneous and heroic
act, has so aptly denonstrated his character and conpassion for the
wel fare of others, personifying, by virtue of his action, the collective

concern of first responders across the community of New York State who
voluntarily respond w t hout thought of danger or reward when others are
in need of help; and

WHEREAS, Firefighters unwaveringly serve our great State with pride,
valor, and integrity; these respected nen and wonen are often the first
to respond to an energency, whether the energency is a fire, an
accident, natural disaster, act of terrorism nedical crisis, or spill
of hazardous materials; and

WHEREAS, It takes a special dedication, a strong desire to help
others and a tireless sense of community to forsake precious tinme with
famly and friends to respond to the signal that a neighbor is in need,
Li eutenant Brian Townsend is such a firefighter; he heroically perforns,
above and beyond the call of duty, those responsibilities which define
the task of fire protection; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Lieutenant Brian Townsend upon the occasion of his designation
as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Lieutenant Brian Townsend.



