Senate Resolution No. 1315
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 2021, as Underground Railroad Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to celebrate the history and heroi sm
t hat gui ded Anerica to freedom and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenber 2021, as
Underground Railroad Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, This vital nonth of recognition was established in 2019,
when the State of Mryland proclained Septenber as |International
Underground Railroad Month; Septenber was chosen to represent this
designation as it is the nonth two of the nost well-known freedom
seekers and Underground Railroad operatives, Frederick Douglass and
Harri et Tubman, escaped from sl avery; and

WHEREAS, New York State is proud of its landnmarks and institutions
whi ch are inportant synbols of the Black community's heritage, quest for
freedom and profound I|egacy in our State and Nation; these m | estone
sites include many stops along the Underground Railroad, a network of
cl andestine routes, churches, comunity resources, and safe houses
established in the United States during the early 19th century by
abolitionists and other individuals offering shelter and aid to ensl aved
Black persons in order to facilitate their escape into free states and
Canada; and

VWHEREAS, The Underground Railroad novenent was a transformative
period in New York State and the United States, as conmunities across
the country saw the rise of pro-and anti-slavery activities and, while
t he novenent originated in the Deep South, the North was the destination
for many enslaved persons in flight, who sought freedomin safe regions
above the Mason-Di xon Line; and

VWHEREAS, The breadth and scope of New York's role in the Underground
Rai | road was vast and varied, as our State was a gateway to |iberation
for freedom seekers along the eastern seaboard who found accessibility
to Canada and mej or water routes, protection anong New York State's
| arge and vocal freed Bl ack popul ation, support from powerful and active
anti-slavery organizations, and a strong network of Underground Railroad
| eaders; and

VWHEREAS, Followi ng the abolition of slavery in New York in 1827, the
novenent gained nonentum and our State becane hone to well-known
abolitionists including John Brown, Gerrit Smth, Frederick Douglass,
and Harriet Tubman, the Underground Railroad s nost fanpbus "conductor™
who gui ded 300 slaves to freedomwhile nmaking 19 daring rescue trips to



the South and whose hone in the Cty of Auburn is now part of the
Harriet Tubman National Hi storical Park, as well as other heroic persons

with the conviction and courage to join in these mssions to freedom
and

VWHEREAS, Through the National Underground Railroad Network to
Freedom Act of 1998, the National Park Service established the National
Underground Railroad Network to FreedomProgramto tell the story of
resi stance against slavery in the United States by neans of escape and
flight, and to illustrate the significance of the Underground Railroad
in the abolition of slavery through nationw de preservation and
education efforts and by integrating |ocal historical sites, nuseuns,
interpretive resources, and other facilities and places with verifiable
links to the Underground Railroad; and

WHEREAS, New York State's significant presence and place in the
"Network to Freedont is represented by events, tours, and research
centers, as well as 22 historic sites, seven churches, and four marked
sites which highlight the Underground Railroad experience; and

WHEREAS, |n August of 2012, New York State wunveiled its "Path
Through History" to showcase various thenmes in New York State's rich
heritage and history, including Gvil R ghts, through a program that
promotes historically and culturally significant sites, |ocations, and
events across the Enpire State, featuring several hundred of the nost
i nportant |andmarks and mlestones in the State, many of themrelated to
the Underground Railroad, the abolitionist novenment, and our country's
energing civil rights novenent; and

VWHEREAS, New York State has always shown an inspiring conmtnment to
civil, social, economc, political and human rights, fromits early
actions to end statewi de slavery, to its historic role as alink in the
Under ground Railroad helping to bring fornmerly ensl aved Bl ack persons to
freedom today our State renmins dedicated to advancing the course of
progress for all people and joins other states in this inportant
observance that welcones residents and visitors, inviting themto
explore a "Path Through History"” to | earn nore about our State's pivotal
role in the Underground Railroad; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenber 2021, as
Underground Railroad Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



