Senate Resolution No. 130
BY: Senator JORDAN

COMVENDI NG Harold E. WIIlians upon the occasion of
his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Harold E.
WIllians upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty
Medal , the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York
State Senate; he will receive this prestigious honor at an event hosted
by the Father Francis Kelley Society in Decenber of 2020; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition, 97-year-old Harold EE Wllians will accept his
di ploma from | chabod Crane Hi gh School, as well as various citations and
a shadow box to display his mlitary accol ades; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Harold E. WIllianms was born in 1923 in Lebanon Springs, New
York, where he attended Hoyt Corners El enentary School until the eighth
grade when he left to work in the fruit and vegetables fields to
financially assist his parents and younger sister; later, he took a job
with a mll, and then the Watervliet Arsenal; and

VWHEREAS, On June 12, 1942, Harold E. Wllians enlisted in the United
States Arny and served in the 62nd Arnored Field Artillery Battalion
during World War 11; during his deploynent, he provided arnored support
for the 1st Infantry Division in the North African Canpaign, fought at
Kasserine Pass in the Tunisian Canpaign and was part of the Invasion of
Sicily; and

WHEREAS, Tec-5 Harold E. WIllianms was then transferred to England to
plan for the D-Day Invasion, and was part of the 1st Wwe to attack
Omha Beach during the Battle of Elsenhorn Ridge on June 6, 1944; and

VWHEREAS, This neritorious soldier continued to fight across Northern
France in the Nornmandy Canpaign until Septenber 7, 1944, when he was
transferred to Ardennes for Battle of the Bulge from Decenber 12, 1944
t hrough January 25, 1945; during the Ardennes-Al sace Canpai gn, he took
out 40 Gernman tanks in the Battle of Hertgen Forest and Battle of
El senhorn Ri dge; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. WIlianms and his battalion next participated in



t he Rhi nel and Canpai gn where they fought at Leipzig, CGermany, and noved
on to Czechosl ovaki a; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service during the second world war,
Harold E. WIllians was awarded the Anmerican Theatre Canpaign Medal,
Eur opean- Africa-M ddl e Eastern Medal, Victory Medal, Presidential Unit
Citation (D-Day), Republic of France Certificate (Normandy Landing,
D-Day); and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service on Cctober 21,
1945, Harold E. WIllians returned to Val atie, New York, where he began
his | ong and distingui shed career with the United States Postal Service;
the followi ng year, he married his first wife, and together, they raised
four <children; after her death, he remarried and currently lives at the
St. Peter's Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Al bany, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Harold E. WIlianms has denonstrated his |love for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Harold E. WIllianms upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
I ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Harold E. WIIi ans.



