Senate Resolution No. 1295
BY: Senator BRESLI N

HONORI NG Bl ue Carreker wupon the occasion of her
designation as reci pi ent of t he Jim Perry
Progressive Leadership Award by Capital District
Citizen Action on Septenber 14, 2021

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those wthin our mdst who have made
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their
val ued contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic hunanity anong
us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Blue
Carreker upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of the Jim
Perry Progressive Leadership Award by Capital District GCtizen Action to
be celebrated at its 29th Annual Awards Cerenony on Tuesday, Septenber
14, 2021, at The Linda, WAMC s Perform ng Arts Studi o, Al bany, New York;
and

VWHEREAS, The Jim Perry Progressive Leadership Award honors the
|l egacy of Jim Perry, a gay rights |eader and foundi ng nmenber of the
Capital District Chapter of Ctizen Action of New York; his |eadership
role both in the Capital District and statew de was exenplary, and his
dedication to politics and coalition building paved the way for the
passage of Al bany's Human Ri ghts O di nance; and

WHEREAS, It is wth the nenories of JimPerry's actions and words
that this vital organization recognizes those who have denonstrated a
commitnent to comunity activismand | eadership; and

VWHEREAS, Blue Carreker is being honored with this auspicious award
for her role as one of the area's nost dedicated, inspiring activists
and | eaders who has spent countless hours working to make her comrunity
a stronger, nore just place to live; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ue Carreker grew up in Schenectady, then spent about 20
years away in other parts of the country and the world naking nusic and
getting her politics right before returning in 1987 to raise her two
sons, Rory and Sean O Bien, in Scotia, while working as an advocate and
comuni cati ons specialist for non-profit agencies; and

VWHEREAS, Many Capital Region residents grew to know Blue Carreker in
her years wth Planned Parenthood; she worked for both Pl anned
Par ent hoods t hat serve this area for alnpbst 20 years, wth
responsibilities ranging from Fund Devel opnent and Marketing, to
Qpposition Mnitoring and Patient Escort Training, and eventually Vice
President of Public Relations and Public Affairs; and



VWHEREAS, Bl ue Carreker protected patients who tried to break through
pi cketers to access health care; and

WHEREAS, She also showed up in solidarity at | obby days and picket
lines, and fornmed and facilitated a range of inportant coalitions, such
as the Capital Region H V/AIDS Prevention Network; and

WHEREAS, 1In all her efforts, Blue Carreker has worked to devel op an
i ntersectional fem nist approach to every canpaign, enphasizing the
necessity of seeing the work through the eyes and experiences of those
nost i npacted, and enphasizing the | ong-range goals of economc, racial
and gender justice; and

WHEREAS, In 2013, the Capital Region NYCLU presented Bl ue Carreker
with the Carol S. Knox Award for her work spearheading the W nen's
Equal ity Agenda Coalition in the Capital Region; and

VWHEREAS, GCitizen Action of New York hired Blue Carreker in 2014 to
be a Statew de Manager for Wrker and Gender Justice; in the seven years
she was on staff, she continued to build and manage | ocal and statew de
coalition canpaigns; and

WHEREAS, Mbst notable was her work as Upstate Canpai gn Manager for
t he New York Canpaign for Paid Fam |y Leave, when she helped organize
and engage six regional coalitions; built a statew de database of
supporters; and conducted an extensive survey of small business owners
in the Hudson Valley, helping to build the nonmentum necessary to win
this inportant benefit for all workers in New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Her subsequent work to formand | ead the Al bany County Paid
Si ck Days Campaign was instrunmental in also winning statewide sick day
benefits for nost New York workers; and

WHEREAS, Bl ue Carreker retired fromCitizen Action in |ate 2020, but
is doing consulting work for the Enpire State Canpai gn for Childcare;
and

VWHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
i ndividual for the benefit of others which Blue Carreker has displayed
t hroughout her l|ife; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndividuals of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the «citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Bl ue Carreker upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of
the JimPerry Progressive Leadership Award by Capital District Citizen
Action; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to Blue Carreker.



