Senate Resolution No. 1290
BY: Senator ORTT

COMVENDI NG forner Senator James L. Seward for nore
than three decades of distinguished service to the
peopl e of New York State

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those individuals of outstanding purpose whose |ives have been
committed to public service and the pursuit of excellence in the conduct
of the legislative process in this noble Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its

| ong-standing tradition, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
refl ect upon those extraordinary individuals who have nade everlasting
contributions on behalf of their fellow nmen and wonen and have |eft
their mark on this great Enpire State; Senator James L. Seward is one
such individual; he truly devoted his life to serving his governnent
with integrity and commtnent for the sole purpose of serving the needs
of others; and

VWHEREAS, A native of Osego County, Senator Janes L. Seward attended
Oneonta public schools and graduated from Hartwick College with a
Bachel or of Arts degree in political science; he also studied at the
Nel son Rockefeller Institute of SUNY Al bany, and in 1999, he received an
honorary Doctor of Laws degree fromhis alnma mater; and

WHEREAS, In 1986, Senator Janes L. Seward was elected to the New
York State Senate representing the 50th District and was appointed
Chairman of the Senate Energy and Tel ecommuni cations Committee; in his
final term he represented the 51st District, which consists of
Schoharie, O sego, and Cortland Counties, as well as parts of Tonpkins,
Her ki mer, Chenango, Cayuga, Del aware, and U ster Counties; and

VWHEREAS, | n Decenber of 2020, Senator Janes L. Seward officially
retired after nore than three decades of service; and

VWHEREAS, As a trailblazing legislator and State |eader, Senator
James L. Seward was well-known for his effective |eadership and
steadfast commitnent to his constituents; during his notable career, he
worked tirelessly to create jobs and provide health care for all; and

VWHEREAS, During his distinguished tenure in this Legislative Body,
Senator Janes L. Seward sponsored numerous bills that were enacted into
| aw and have nade deep and | asting changes to better the lives of the
resi dents of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Senator Janes L. Seward was responsi ble for the Power for
Jobs program whi ch hel ped retain and create thousands of jobs in New
Yor Kk, and partnered with |ocal economc developnent groups and
governnments to boost business; and

WHEREAS, | n 1999, Senator Janes L. Seward assuned chairmanship of



the Senate Standing Comm ttee on Insurance; in this capacity, he fought
to reform and broaden health insurance coverage, creating w der
avai lability of health insurance for the uninsured; and

WHEREAS, Senator Janes L. Seward al so worked with | ocal schools to
open School Based Health Centers providing vital services for students
in rural districts who would otherw se struggle to access nedi cal care;
and

VWHEREAS, | n 2002, Senator Janes L. Seward won passage of |egislation
whi ch extends group health insurance offered by chanbers of commerce to
sole proprietors of businesses, and in 2008, secured |egislative
approval of a bill to provide short termhealth insurance policies to
young adults and col | ege students; and

WHEREAS, Senator Janes L. Seward was recogni zed statewide for his
Freedom Pl an to match sinpler, |lower cost health insurance policies with
federally authorized health savings accounts; this legislation is
considered an innovative approach to addressing the rising cost of
heal t h i nsurance for enployers and their enpl oyees; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Janes L. Seward sponsored the Health [Insurance
Premium Integrity Act to boost the percentage of prem umdollars spent
directly on health care, and was responsible for broadening health
i nsurance coverage for voluntary firefighters and EMIs by letting them
pur chase policies through their nunicipalities; and

WHEREAS, This dedi cated public servant also served as Chairman of
the Senate Task Force on Volunteer Energency Services where he was
instrunental in establishing a low interest |oan programfor the capital
needs and equi pnment purchases of voluntary fire departnents and
energency squads; he won funding increases for the programand for the
state fire acadeny in order to inprove training for firefighters; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Senator James L. Seward co-sponsored the
original STAR Program which has saved individual honmeowners thousands
of dollars and was a strong advocate for farmers; he successfully fought
for state funding for nunerous agricul tural prograns, including the ROPs
Rebate Program which has helped farnmers retrofit tractors w th
| i fesaving Rollover Protection Devices; and

WHEREAS, Wth himthroughout have been his wife, Cynthia and their
two grown children, Ryan and Lauren, all of whomfeel privileged to be a
part of his life and rejoice in his achievenents; and

VWHEREAS, Every citizen in New York State has nost certainly
benefited, in one way or another, fromthe deep dedication, intelligence
and commtnent that Senator Janes L. Seward brought to his work as a
| egi sl ator, loyal friend, and trusted advisor; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to reflect upon
t hose out standi ng individuals who have nade everl asting contributions on
behalf of their fellow nman and have truly left their mark on this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend forner Senator Janes L. Seward for nore than three decades of
di stingui shed service to the people of New York State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to fornmer Senator Janes L. Seward.



