Senate Resolution No. 1288
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMEMORATI NG t he 125th Anniversary of St. Mary of
Mount Carnel Church of Utica, New York

WHEREAS, Religious institutions, and the many spiritual, social and
educational benefits they confer, play a vital role in the devel opnment
of the noral fabric of a responsible citizenry; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the tradition of this State and this Nation to pay
tribute to those institutions and individuals who have contributed to
the ethical and spiritual values of their communities; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body takes pleasure in commenorating the
125t h Anniversary of St. Mary of Munt Carnel Church of Uica, New York,
whi ch was cel ebrated with a nyriad of events on Sunday, July 18, 2021,
and

WHEREAS, |In 1865, Mchael Kernan returned to his native Uica with
his wife, Cecilia Rapetti Kernan, who Ilater helped Italian inm grant
famlies find work, Ilearn the English |anguage and introduced themto
St. John's Parish; and

WHEREAS, As the textile industry grew, nore and nore Italian
immgrants settled in Uica and wth the guidance of Father Antonio
Castelli, they decided to formtheir own church; with the help of many,
the Italian church of Santa Maria di Monte Carnela, St. Mary of Mount
Carmel Church, was organi zed and incorporated into the Catholic D ocese
of Syracuse, New York in July of 1895; and

VWHEREAS, Wth support fromthe comunity, parishioners of St. Mary
of Mount Carnel Church, under the | eadership of Father Antonio Castelli
cel ebrated Mass for the first tine in their new church building on
Sunday, Decenber 20, 1896; and

WHEREAS, In the next few years, the parishioners built a rectory,
the Society of St. Mary of Mouunt Carnel was formed, and a new church was
built to neet the needs of the grow ng parish; and

WHEREAS, Unfortunately, Father Antonio Castelli passed away on
Cct ober 22, 1903, and Father Joseph Formi a assuned his position; after
Fat her Form a organi zed the parish school he returned to Italy and
Fat her John Marchegi ani becane his successor; under his guidance, the
church, school and convent were renovated and enl arged; and

WHEREAS, |n June of 1934, Father WIIliam Pizzoglio becane the pastor
of St. Mary of Mouunt Carnel Church and during World War |1, he kept in
touch with thousands of Italian boys and parishioners who left Utica for
the war fronts; he also opened a clinic for children on Elizabeth street
and opened a nursery for the wonen who went to work in factories; and

WHEREAS, From Decenber of 1950 to COctober of 1964, Father Joseph



Berton served as pastor of the church, and during his tenure, he
continued to nmake nunerous inprovenents; upon his departure, Father

Peter Bortol azzo, foll owed by Father John Corraro continued to enlarge,
enmbel i sh and maintain the beautiful church; and

WHEREAS, In the Fall of 1983, Father Henry Benin took over the helm
of the church, and reorgani zed the convent and school and inplenented
nuner ous new ministries; and

VWHEREAS, From 1991-2002, Father Joseph Salerno served as the
charismati c pastor of the church; he was devoted to renewal in the
cel ebration of the sacranents and pronoted the growh and revitalization
of many new mnistries; he was also instrunental in the construction of
el derly housing on Catherine Street and organi zed the 100th Anniversary
of the church; and

VWHEREAS, Fat her John Rose then led the church for approximtely five
years before Father Janmes Cesta assuned the role in July of 2009;
through the last 12 years, he has strived to preach the good news of the
gospel and meke it clear, understandable and hel pful for daily |Iliving
and to make weekend Mass a Catholic experience that |eaves people
feeling better when they | eave church than when they entered; and

WHEREAS, St. Mary of Mount Carnel Church stands on the threshold of
tonmorrow, prepared to neet the challenges of the com ng decades while
retaining that spiritual resolve which characterizes its past; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to take note of
enduring religious institutions and to bring such institutions to the
attention of the people of this Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 125th Anniversary of St. Mary of Munt Carnel Church
fully confident that this commenoration reflects the belief in those
val ues whi ch enhance the dignity and purpose of |life; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Reverend Janmes Cesta, Pastor, St. Mary of Mount
Carnmel Church



