Senate Resol ution No. 1271
BY: Senat or PARKER

MOURNI NG t he death of Robert Parris Mses,

r enowned civil rights activist, educat or,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body, representing the people of the State
of New York, is noved this day to pay tribute to an emnent nmn of
indomtable faith and dedication whose public service and countless
acconplishnents will forever stand as a paradigm and inspiration for
ot hers; and

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of Robert P. Mses, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

VWHEREAS, Robert P. Modses, known to nmany as Bob, died on Sunday, July
25, 2021, at the age of 86; and

VWHEREAS, Born on January 23, 1935, to Louise (Parris) and Gregory H.
Moses in Harlem New York, Robert P. Mses, earned his Bachelor of Arts
degree fromHam I ton Coll ege and his Master of Arts degree in philosophy
from Harvard University; after his nother passed away and his father was
hospitalized, he returned to New York City where he taught at the Horace
Mann School in the Bronx; and

VWHEREAS, During the height of the 1960s Cvil R ghts Mvenent,
Robert P. Mbses noved to M ssissippi where he becane involved with the
St udent Nonvi ol ent Coordi nating Committee (SNCC); as director of the
committee's Mssissippi Project in 1961, he calmy and peacefully |ed
Bl ack voter registration drives in the South, enduring nmuch harassnent,
many assaults and jail tine; and

WHEREAS, In 1964, Robert P. Mses founded the M ssissippi Freedom
Summer Project in the hope of ending racial disfranchisenent by
recruiting approximately 700 volunteers to the South to aid in voter
registration efforts; and

VWHEREAS, Later, Robert P. Mses protested the Vietnam War and noved
to Canada and then to Tanzania where he and his famly lived for many
years; upon his return to the United States, he conpleted his doctora
work in philosophy at Harvard University, and after learning his
daughter's school did not teach al gebra, he began teaching high schoo
mat h in Canbridge, Massachusetts; and

WHEREAS, After receiving a MacArthur Fellowship in 1982, Robert P.
Moses used the funds to create the Al gebra Project, a program dedicated
to inmproving mnority education in math, beginning in his daughter's
cl assroom by the late 1990s, the programwas being used in nore than
200 school s across the country; and



WHEREAS, For his valuable work with the Al gebra Project, Robert P.
Moses was sel ected as an Al phonse Fletcher Sr. Fellows by the Fletcher
Foundation and in 2006, the Project received an award fromthe Nati onal

Sci ence Foundation to inprove the developnent of materials for the
al gebra curriculum which pronotes coll aboration of teachi ng nethods and
know edge; and

VWHEREAS, Robert P. Mses was naned the 2006 Frank H T. Rhodes C ass
of '56 Professor at Cornell University and as a visiting scholar, hel ped
teach an African Anerican Studies class at Princeton University; later,
he noved to Florida where he continued to teach nmath in Mam ; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the common
and shar ed responsibility of governance demands an irrevocable
commtment to the preservation and enhancenent of hunman dignity as
exenplified by Robert P. Mses; and

WHEREAS, This extraordinary nman wll be renmenbered as one of the
nost significant and enduring civil rights |l eaders in the history of our
great Nation; his insight and strength will forever serve as a beacon of
strength, love and hope to the <countless I|ives he touched; now,

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Robert Parris Mses, renowned civil rights activist,
educator, distinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his comrunity; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Robert Parris Moses.



