Senate Resol ution No. 1257
BY: Senat or KAPLAN

CONGRATULATI NG Joel Harris upon the occasion of
his retirenent as President of the M neola Chanber
of Commerce after 10 years of inval uable service

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
i ndi vi dual s who woul d devote thenselves to the welfare of the comunity
and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratulate Joel Harris wupon the occasion of his retirement as
Presi dent of the M neola Chanber of Comrerce and after serving nore than
t hree decades of inval uable public service; and

VWHEREAS, Joel Harris assumed the role of President of the Mneola
Chanber of Commerce on July 12, 2018, during which tinme he gave
tirelessly of his tine and energies to serving the residents of his
comunity; and

VWHEREAS, Prior to holding this esteened position, Joel Harris worked
in finance for nore than 40 years before joining the M neola Chanber of
Commerce in 2012, previously serving as its Vice President; and

WHEREAS, As President, Joel Harris was instrunental in giving |ocal
busi nesses their nmaxi num exposure, creating a website where all nenbers
have their own business space; additionally, he nade the M neol a Chanber
of Commerce nore visible to its residents, getting nore people involved
with a common goal of keeping the village beautiful, vibrant and active;
and

WHEREAS, Under the able |eadership of Joel Harris, the Mneol a
Chanber of Commerce has served as the voice of the village's business
comunity, «cultivating and strengthening econom c devel opnents in the
area for its merchants, professionals and business people to nake
M neola a better place to work, live, learn and play; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, the chanber has organized countl ess events
such as the Mneola Street Fair, the Sumrer Car Show, blood drives and
schol arship prograns for high school students, in addition to assisting
| ocal businesses with econom ¢ needs; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering comm tnent to hi s
comunity, Joel Harris has served as a photographer for several village
and town events, mainly shooting for the Leukem a and Lynphoma Soci ety,
Ronal d McDonal d House, Cystic Fibrosis and the Charlie Rose Foundati on;
he has al so served as Lieutenant Governor for the Kiwanis New York
District, an international service club that focuses on children; and



VWHEREAS, The recipient of nunerous awards and accol ades, Joel Harris
was nanmed Businessman of the Year by the M neola Chanber of Commerce;
and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
i ndi vidual for the benefit of others which Joel Harris has displayed
t hroughout his life; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the customof this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the quality of life in their community and have shown a | ong and
sustai ned conmtnent to the nmmintenance of high standards in their
profession, <certainly have earned the recognition and appl ause of al
the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratulate Joel Harris wupon the occasion of his retirement as
Presi dent of the M neola Chanber of Comrerce, and to wi sh him continued
success in all his future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Joel Harris.



