Senate Resolution No. 1252
BY: Senator GRI FFO

CONGRATULATI NG Kevin Gimrer upon the occasion of
his retirement after 37 years of dedicated service
to SUNY Pol ytechnic Institute

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality of |life in the conmunities across this great State of New
York is enriched by the diligence and conpassi onate conm tnent of those
i ndi vidual s whose singular purpose is the care and welfare of our
student athletes; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Kevin Gimer upon the occasion of his retirenent after 37
years of distinguished service to SUNY Pol ytechnic Institute; and

WHEREAS, Kevin Gimer served SUNY Pol ytechnic Institute in a dual
role as both the Athletic D rector and Head Coach of the nen's
basketball teamprior to stepping back fromcoaching duties in 2014; he
will officially retire in July of 2021; and

WHEREAS, Kevin Ginmmer began his illustrious career at SUNY
Pol ytechnic Institute in 1985; he served as the Athletic Director for 21
years after a 15-year stint as Assistant Athletic Director, and was the
basketbal | coach for 18 years after serving as an assistant coach for
five years; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his tenure, which traversed nearly four decades,
Kevin Gimer was instrunental in the trenmendous grow h and success of
the school's athletic program including the $20 nmillion expansion of
the SUNY Poly sports conplex, which resulted in the new Wl dcat Field
House, a turf field with lights, a baseball field and updated softbal
field; and

VHEREAS, Duri ng hi s |l ong and distinguished career at SUNY
Pol ytechnic Institute, Kevin Gimer also coached the wonen's basket bal
team for six seasons, taking a program which had a 39-118 record since
its inception, to a 78-69 record and the school's first-ever State
University of New York Athletic Conference (SUNYAC) Chanpi onshi p
Tour nament appear ance; and

VWHEREAS, In 1994, Kevin Gimer cane back to the nen's basket bal
program piloting it to six conference chanpionship berths and three
Eastern Col |l ege Athletic Conference chanpi onship tournanents; and

WHEREAS, Kevin Ginmer has conpiled 294 wins for Wl dcat Basket bal
and has led both teans to postseason appearances in seven SUNYAC
Tour nanent s and three Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC
Chanpi onshi p Tournanents; and

VWHEREAS, Under the able |eadership of Kevi n G i mrer, SUNY



Pol ytechnic Institute noved to the North East Atlantic Conference in
2008, and won the NEAC President's Cup for best overall sports program
in three consecutive years; his 2008-09 teamwon the college's first

conference chanpi onship and becane the first to qualify for an NCAA
chanpi onshi p berth; and

VWHEREAS, During his finest season ever in 2009-10, Kevin Gimmer |ed
the teamto its second straight North Eastern Athletic Conference (NEAC)
Chanpionship and its second consecutive trip to the NCAA Tournanent,
where the team advanced to the Sweet 16; he guided the team to a
program best record of 26-5 and was rewarded with four Coach of the Year
awar ds; he also received the 2012 SUNY Chancellor's Award for
Pr of essi onal Excellence for his longtime commtnent to SUNY Poly as an
athletics adm ni strator and coach; and

WHEREAS, In addition to coaching both SUNY Poly basketball teans,
this extraordinary nman established the wonen's volleyball program and
was its coach for six years; he also served as the school's Sports
Information Director for 14 years; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commitnent to SUNY
Pol ytechnic Institute, Kevin Ginmer is the forner president and
executive commttee nenber of SUNYAC, he has al so served as the Chair of
the Board of Athletic Directors for the NEAC as well as its executive
commttee; and

WHEREAS, Prior to joining SUNY Polytechnic Institute, Kevin Gi mrer

was a standout basketball player for Hamilton College, where he
graduated in 1981 wth a Bachelor of Arts degree in History and was
naned an NCAA Division IIl All-American; upon the conpletion of his
studies, he continued his basketball career playing professionally

overseas for the English National Basketball Association; and

VWHEREAS, Kevin Gimer's athletic acconplishnments have | anded himin
both the Greater Uica Area Sports Hall of Fane and the Notre Dane Hi gh
School Juggler Hall of Fame; additionally, his Ham Iton Coll ege jersey
was raised to the rafters of the Margaret Bundy Scott Field House in a
cerenony cel ebrating Continental All-Anericans; and

WHEREAS, Wth himthroughout have been his wife, Sheila, and their
three children, N ck, Megan and Alex, all of whomfeel privileged to be
a part of his |life and rejoice in his many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Kevin Gimer is a consummate exanple of class and
professionalism his can-do deneanor, unwavering commtment to his
student-athletes, and collaborative pursuit of excellence both on and
off the field is the backbone of SUNY Poly's outstanding athletic
program he has served as a role nodel for thousands of NCAA
student-athletes, and his legacy will be one of building a culture of
character and integrity; and

WHEREAS, In conpleting his service as Athletic Director, Kevin
G imer | eaves behind nore than nere bricks and nortar; he | eaves behi nd
a legacy to the student-athletes of SUNY Polytechnic Institute, both



past and present, and to the residents of the comunity-at-I|arge; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratulate Kevin Ginmer upon the occasion of his retirenent after 37
years of distinguished service to SUNY Polytechnic Institute, and to
wish himwell in all his future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Kevin Gi mrer.



