Senate Resolution No. 1251
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMEMORATI NG  the 55t h Anni versary of  SUNY
Pol ytechnic Institute

VWHEREAS, New York State's conmtnent to education is unparalleled,
its history and stature are secured by the superlative caliber of its
educati onal professionals and the students they inspire; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
cormend those institutions of true purpose and high achi evenent whose
exenpl ary prograns and acconplishnments clearly denonstrate an enduring
pursuit of excellence in higher education for the young adults of this
nobl e Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 55th Anniversary of SUNY Pol ytechnic Institute; and

WHEREAS, A nenber of the State University of New York, the |[|argest
conprehensive wuniversity systemin the United States, SUNY Pol ytechnic
Institute is proud to pioneer a unique educational and research
environment at its two canpuses, |located in Al bany and Utica, New York,
where these efforts, coupled wth inpactful economc devel opnent
initiatives, make this institution a powerful catalyst for creative,
experiential |earning, enabling our alumi to thrive in the 21st century
econony; and

VWHEREAS, SUNY Pol ytechnic Institute was established in 1966 when
Upper Division College began offering graduate prograns to students at a
| ocal el enentary school; and

VWHEREAS, In 1971, the institution noved to a fornmer mll building in
West Utica which was later renodeled and additional buildings were
| eased in both West Utica and Rone, and renaned the State University of
New York Col | ege of Technol ogy at Utica-Rone; and

WHEREAS, In the md-1980s, the college transitioned to its current
Mohawk Val l ey | ocation before the nanme changed again to the State
University of New York Institute of Technol ogy at Ui ca-Rome (SUNYIT);
and

VWHEREAS, The nerger of the SUNY College of Nanoscale Science and
Engineering (CNSE) and SUNYIT to form SUNY Pol ytechnic Institute was a
further extension of its original mssion, transform ng the aspirations
of the Institute to now include the research intensive, entrepreneuri al
culture of CNSE, while nmaintaining the attributes that were so appealing
to students for the preceding 50 years; and

VWHEREAS, Since its inception, SUNY Polytechnic Institute has grown
froma college with strong enphasis upon the sciences and technol ogy, to
one which prepares students for a wide range of careers and fosters a



cul ture of research, entrepreneurship, and innovation while |everaging
New York's rapidly grow ng high-tech ecosystem and

WHEREAS, The success of SUNY Polytechnic Institute is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its faculty and staff, as well as its
st udent and alumi, whose involvenent is, and always has been,
characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and
an unconprom sing standard of excellence in all endeavors on behal f of
the institution and the community it serves; and

WHEREAS, Today, under the visionary guidance of Acting President Dr.
Tod A. Laursen, SUNY Polytechnic Institute truly stands proud and
promnent as a globally recognized |eader in higher education and
t echnol ogy innovation, research and devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Steeped in a proud and distinguished history, SUNY
Pol yt echni c Institute my look back wth pride wupon its hunble
begi nnings, find just satisfaction in its purposeful growh and hold
true of purpose in its dedication to serving the educational needs of
its students; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 55th Anniversary of SUNY Pol ytechnic Institute, noting
the propriety of its goals, the constancy of its conmmtnment and the
significance of its acconplishnents; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Tod A Laursen, Acting President, SUNY Polytechnic
Institute.



