Senate Resolution No. 1161
BY: Senat or PARKER

COVMEMORATI NG t he 11th Annual Art of Brooklyn Film
Festival on June 1-12, 2021

WHEREAS, The arts, in whatever formdepicted, are central to human
expression; they are truly a universal |anguage and their contribution
to the developnment of friendship and understandi ng anong all peopl es
cannot be underestinmated; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to honor and pay
tribute to those organizations and events whose comitnent and creative
talents have contributed to the entertai nnent and cul tural enrichnent of
the citizens of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The Art of Brooklyn Film Festival (AoBFF) is a unique event
that brings Brooklyn's celebrated filmand nedia nakers together wth
their peers across the country and around the world; and

WHEREAS, The award-winning AoBFF is a filnmaker-focused event,
pl atform and showcase for exciting energing creators and established
voices which partners wth filmdistributors and nedia organizati ons,
hosts world-class tal kbacks, creates I nnovati ve programm ng  for
networking and skill building, and screens in state-of-the-art theaters
for enthusiastic audi ences across Brookl yn; and

VWHEREAS, Founded by working artists in 2011, ten festival premeres
have gotten theatrical distribution to date, wth one becom ng an HBO
series; and

VWHEREAS, This vital organization has held events in 19 different
venues in nine neighborhoods across Brooklyn, often partnering with
| ocal businesses and organizations to reach the w dest possi bl e
audi ence; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, its innovative approach to ensure no single
poi nt of view dom nates the curation process includes working with a
di fferent Guest Festival Director every season; 1its ethical and

transparent subm ssion policy is a nodel for the industry; and

VWHEREAS, The success of the Art of Brooklyn Film Festival is in
direct correlation to the efforts of its co-Founder and Executive
Director, Joseph Shahadi, whose involvenent is, and always has been,
characterized by an inpressive conmtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and
an unconprom sing standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of
the event and the comunity it serves; and

VWHEREAS, This auspicious occasion presents an opportunity for this
Legi sl ative Body to recognize and pay tribute to the Art of Brooklyn
Fil m Festival; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when artistic



creators of such remarkable talent and acconplishnents are brought to
our attention, they should be celebrated and recognized by all the
citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 11th Annual Art of Brooklyn Film Festival on June 1-12,
2021; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Joseph Shahadi, co-Founder and Executive Director of the
Art of Brooklyn Film Festival.



