Senat e Resol ution No. 1142
BY: Senat or PARKER

RECOGNI ZI NG July 1, 2021, as International Reggae
Day

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body, in keeping wth
its tinme-honored traditions, to celebrate certain days which foster
ethnic pride and enhance the profile of cultural diversity which
strengthens the fabric of the communities of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
recogni ze July 1, 2021, as International Reggae Day; and

WHEREAS, International Reggae Day is an annual event held in
Ki ngston, Janmica, and is dedicated to celebrating this style of nusic
that entered the world in a sleepy little island country in the
Cari bbean; on this day, thousands of fans and nusicians cone from al
over the world to gather and celebrate the anmazing history of reggae;
and

WHEREAS, It took sone tinme, but reggae eventually exploded to touch
every corner of the world wth its unusual and attractive, rel axed
style; and

WHEREAS, Originally born out of Ska and rocksteady genres of nusic
in the 1960s, reggae quickly gained distinction with its unpolished
sound and strong dependence on rhythm it took a few years as a
grassroots novenent before it began expanding far beyond its little
originating island; and

VWHEREAS, Reggae becane particularly popular in English-speaking
nations such as the United States, the United Kingdom and Australi a;
and

VWHEREAS, Reggae nusic is of invaluable cultural significance to many
New Yor kers, especially New Yorkers of Jamaican origin who find joy in
t he upbeat nature of Reggae nusic; and

WHEREAS, The structure of many ot her genres of mnusic produced in the
State of New York, hip-hop in particular, has incorporated significant
artistic inspiration from Reggae nusic: and

VWHEREAS, Reggae becane a powerful style of nmusic with deep roots and
since then its influence has never really stopped grow ng; and

WHEREAS, The style of reggae has definitely nade its mark and spread
wide, with tons of different styles and variati ons popping up; and

VWHEREAS, One of these variations includes a type of poetry called
Dub Poetry, which is Wst Indian Poetry that is then synced up with
amazi ng reggae beats to create a nusical poetry style all its own; and



VWHEREAS, Sone of the nost popul ar reggae artists include Bob Marley
and his band, The Wilers; he has often been hailed as one of the

pi oneers of the reggae novenent, and together they released 11 al buns in
their active years from1973 to 1981; and

VWHEREAS, Another well-known artist, Jimy diff, who is best known
in mainstreamcircles for "Wnderful Wrld, Beautiful People”, has
rel eased approxi mately 30 al bunms and was i nducted into the Rock and Rol
Hal | of Fame in 2010; and

WHEREAS, A third artist who was one of the original nenbers of The
Wailers, was Peter Tosh who | ater becane a solo artist and a pronoter of
the religious novenent, Rastafari; he had nore than 14 reggae al buns to
his name before his tragic death in 1987; and

VWHEREAS, |nternational Reggae Day 2021 will be cel ebrated on Jul yOne
as a virtual l1lLove Rally to unite, inspire and uplift the gl obal reggae
comunity; it will also celebrate the nmany faces of one |ove and the
i npact of |ove on reggae nusic; and

VWHEREAS, Accordi ng to Andr ea Davi s, Founder/ Producer of
I nternational Reggae Day, reggae nusic is special not only because of
Its distinct sound but also because it has the power to inspire change
and it continues to be an inportant voice in tines |like these when the
worl d continues to battle the COVID 19 pandem c; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze July 1, 2021, as International Reggae Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Andrea Davis.



