Senate Resolution No. 1139
BY: Senat or PARKER

MOURNI NG the death of Jeanette Dowdell Garl and,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
impact on the lives of its residents; Jeanette Dowdel|l Garland was one
such individual; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of Jeanette Dowdell Garland, noting
t he significance of her purposeful |ife and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Jeanette Dowdell Garland of Al bany, New York, died on May
29, 2021 at the age of 80; and

VWHEREAS, Affectionately known as Momor Mama G to her children
grandchi | dren and great-grandchildren, as well as those within the | ocal
comunity, Jeanette Dowdell Garl and al ways wat ched out for the youth in
her nei ghbor hood; and

WHEREAS, Educated in the Al bany Cty School District, Jeanette
Dowdel | Garland obtained her Associate Degree in Mrtuary Science from
Hudson Val l ey Community College in Troy, New York; upon the conpletion
of her studies, she functioned as a partner in business, assisting her
husband in the consol ation of grief-stricken famlies within the African
American community; in addition to performng admnistrative functions
in the office, she prepared the mkeup and attire on the dearly
departed; and

WHEREAS, This remarkable woman was the first Black enployee at
Flah's Departnent Store; she also held positions at the New York State
Departnent of Mtor Vehicles, Watervliet Arsenal, New York Telephone
Conmpany, and the Albany County Departnent of Social Services Heap
Program and

VWHEREAS, A true asset to her community, Jeanette Dowdell Garland
accepted a position with the Cty of Al bany Parks and Recreation
Department as Director of the Creighton Storey Teen Center, the esteened
position fromwhich she retired after 22 years of dedi cated service; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering comm tnent to her
comunity, Jeanette Dowdell Garland volunteered for nunerous civic and
charitabl e community-based initiatives for the betternment of the African
Anerican experience in the Capital District Area; she was instrunental
in securing scholarships for countless inner-city youth to attend Canp
That cher, and al so participated in the beautification of the Gty of
Al bany Initiative; and



WHEREAS, Furthernore, she volunteered at the Albany Grls Cub Inc.
and the G andnothers for Charter Schools, participating 1in various
events, school board neetings, common council neetings, marches, holiday

parties, and providing all the supplies and materials needed to nake
hol i day wreaths; this extraordinary woman al so canvassed for the opening
of Green Tech Hi gh Charter School for Boys; and

WHEREAS, Spending a Ilifetime of giving to others to inprove the
quality of life for the African Anerican conmunity, as well as the
entire City of Al bany, and for her lifetinme of service, Jeanette Dowdel |
Garl and has been the proud recipient of numerous awards and accol ades,
i ncluding the Caregiver Award by the Wnmen of Color Cancer Support
group, South End Community Award, Frank Chapnman Menorial Institute Inc.
Mot hers of Pearl Award, Al bany Cty Common Council Black History Award
and the Whnen of Color Orega Psi Phi Fraternity Award; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by her parents, Princie Mae and Romas; her
daughter, Benita Elise; her son-in-law, Kenneth; her grandson, G egory;
four uncl es and two aunts; her nother-in-law, Nana Gace; her
father-in-law, Wlliam and brother-in-law WlliamJr., Jeanette Dowdel
Garl and is survived by her husband of 65 years, Benjanmin G Garland;
their children, Rodney (Sheila), Gegory (lnez), LaSone (Bernard),
Lillian, Phillippa, and Janes; three godchildren; their grandchildren,
Franzi ska, Bernard, Justin, Benjamn (Odaysia), Jennifer, WIIiam
Jeanette (Virkwan), Kymr, Keisha, Rodesha, Alyssa, Rodney, Ronald,
Ki ant e, Phi ana, Devont e, Rakeem Zachary, Gage, and Janes; 19
great-grandchildren; five siblings, Rosemary, Ronald, C audette, Carol
and Leila; two sisters-in-law, Mdllie and Lillian; five nieces; four
nephews; 12 grandni eces; five grandnephews; eight great-grandnephews;
two great-grandnieces; four first cousins, Diana, Ellen, Betty and
Dai sy; and several Ilifelong friends, Johnnie, Jeannie, Joan, Mary,
Shirley; as well as a host of other cousins and friends; and

VHEREAS, Jeanette Dowdell Garland's infinite selflessness and
benevol ence will shine on through her famly's vivid and happy nenori es;
her insight and strength will forever serve as a beacon of |ove, |ight
and hope to the countless lives she touched; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Jeanette Dowdell Garland | eaves behind a | egacy which wll

l ong endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory
to all who were privileged to have known and |oved such an amazing
woman; she wll be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute

of this Legislative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Jeanette Dowdel|l Garland, and to express its deepest
condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Jeanette Dowdell Garl and.



