Senate Resolution No. 1043
BY: Senator GALLI VAN

CONGRATULATING Lou Spiotti Jr. upon the occasion
of his retirenent after 47 vyears of distinguished
service to Rochester Institute of Technol ogy

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality of |life in the conmunities across this great State of New
York is enriched by the diligence and conpassi onate conm tnent of those
i ndi vidual s whose singular purpose is the care and welfare of our
student athletes; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Lou Spiotti Jr. upon the occasion of his retirenent after
47 vyears of distinguished service to Rochester Institute of Technol ogy;
and

WHEREAS, |In 1974, Lou Spiotti Jr. began his renowned career at
Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) as the head football coach; he
was soon pronoted to Executive Director of Intercollegiate Athletics, a
position he has held for the past 41 years, truly transformng the |lives
of countl ess student-athletes; and

VWHEREAS, Wthin his first few years leading RIT's athletics program
Lou Spiotti Jr. hired energetic coaches who would help RIT gain both
| ocal and national recognition; he worked tirelessly to grow the
inherited 15 teans to the current 24 teans conprised of nore than 650
student-at hl etes; and

WHEREAS, This strategic growh spawned unprecedented Division 111
success with 41 conference chanpionships during the last 20 years,
i ncluding ten consecutive |eague titles by the nen's |acrosse program
and wonen's basketball playing in three strai ght NCAA Tournanents; and

WHEREAS, Lou Spiotti Jr. also led both hockey programnms through a
successful transition fromD vision Ill to Division |I; in 2010, the nen
played their way to the NCAA "Frozen Four"™ and soon thereafter, the
wonen won back-to-back College Hockey Aneri ca (CHA) conf erence
chanpi onships in their first two seasons of Division | play; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, wth a steadfast devotion to his profession,
Lou Spiotti Jr. also served as president of the Enpire 8 and the United
States Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association (USILA), as well as on the
Atl antic Hockey Board of Directors, including a term as chair of the
executive comittee; and

WHEREAS, As the nation's |longest tenured athletic director, his list
of acconplishnents is inpressive and many, but perhaps nost remnarkable
is the message Lou Spiotti Jr. has continuously conveyed to his
student-athl etes about excelling in the classroom and becon ng | eaders
inlife; and



WHEREAS, Under his able |eadership, the cunul ati ve GPA  of
student-athletes has consistently been above the average of the entire

student body, with 52 Academ c All-Anericans and 250 Acadenmic All -League
sel ections; and

VHEREAS, For hi s body of work as an athlete, coach and
adm nistrator, Lou Spiotti Jr. has earned induction into seven sports
Hal | s of Fane, including Aquinas Institute, Section V Football, Frontier
Field WwWalk of Fame, Ithaca College Athletics Hall of Fanme, R T Sports
Hal | of Fame, the Rochester Chapter of the Italian-Amrerican Sports Hal
of Fane and the Adult Recreation Association of Rochester Hall of Fane;
and

WHEREAS, A true advocate for his student-athletes, Lou Spiotti Jr.
has approached every day of his illustrious tenure with the goal of
maki ng their experience outstanding and thriving on seeing the goodness
within them and

WHEREAS, Lou Spiotti Jr. is a consummte exanple of class and
professionalism his can-do deneanor, unwavering conmtnment to his
student-athletes, and collaborative pursuit of excellence both on and
off the field is the backbone of R T s outstanding intercollegiate
athletic program and

WHEREAS, For nore than four decades, Lou Spiotti Jr. has put his
heart, mnd and soul into building RIT Athletics into a nationally
recogni zed best-in-class program he has served as a role nodel for
t housands of NCAA student-athletes; while RIT Tigers have won nunerous
national and conference chanpionships, Lou's legacy wll be one of
building a culture of character and integrity; and

WHEREAS, Wth himthroughout have been his wfe, Lynn, and their two
daughters, Lisa and Kristen, as well as three grandchildren, Dylan, Drew
and Al exandra, all of whomfeel privileged to be a part of his life and
rejoice in his many achi evenents; and

VHEREAS, In completing his service as Executive Director of
Intercollegiate Athletics, Lou Spiotti Jr. |eaves behind nore than nere
bricks and nortar; he | eaves behind a |l egacy to the student-athletes of
RIT, both past and present, and to the residents of t he
comunity-at-large; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Lou Spiotti Jr. upon the occasion of his retirenent after
47 years of distinguished service to Rochester Institute of Technol ogy;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Lou Spiotti Jr.



