Senate Resolution No. 1033
BY: Senat or PERSAUD

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
Sept enber 2021, as Bl ood Cancer Awareness Month in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
of fici al nmonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
illnesses that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim Septenber 2021, as
Bl ood Cancer Awareness Month in the State of New York, in conjunction
with the observance of National Blood Cancer Awareness Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, During Septenber, National Blood Cancer Awareness Month

sheds [|ight on the cancers that affect the blood and |ynphatic systens;
and

WHEREAS, This vital observance focuses its attention on all blood
cancers, I ncl udi ng | eukem a, | ynphomg, mul tiple nyel oma, and

nyel odyspl asti ¢ syndrones; by raising awareness, the goal is to inform
the public about the causes of blood cancers, howto identify the
synptons, avail able treatnents, and progress nade through research; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ood cancers affect white blood cells or in some cases,
red blood cells or platelets; while no effective screening exists,
know ng the synptons and risk factors hel ps to understand when to see a
doctor; and

WHEREAS, Synptons of blood cancers include: |ynph node swelling,
persistent fatigue, night sweats, fever, difficulty catching breath
and/ or unexpl ai ned wei ght | oss; and

WHEREAS, Risk factors of blood cancers include: famly history,
genetic disorders, snoking, exposure to radiation or chenotherapy,
individuals wth HV who take i mmune-suppressing drugs, and people with
Epstein-Barr; and

WHEREAS, Although the |eukem a survival rate has quadrupled since
1960, in the United States, 14,000 people are diagnosed with blood
cancers every nonth; depending on the type of cancer, the survival rate
vari es; and

VWHEREAS, Hodgkin's |ynphoma, for exanple, has a nuch higher surviva
rate and is diagnosed |ess often; conversely, non-Hodgkin's |ynphoma
w Il be diagnosed nore often and wll have a |ower expectation of
survival; and

WHEREAS, Even though survival rates continue to inprove, soneone in
the United States dies froma bl ood cancer every nine mnutes; in the



United States, nearly 10% of the people who die fromcancer, die from
bl ood cancer; and

VWHEREAS, Awareness and education are powerful tools in the race to
find a cure for blood cancers; and

WHEREAS, The health and vitality of the people of New York are
significantly enhanced by |local efforts to increase conmunication and
education pertaining to bl ood cancers; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious health issue, and nore nmust be done to increase activity at the
| ocal, State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim Septenber 2021, as
Bl ood Cancer Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transnmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonop, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



