Senat e Resol ution No. 1022
BY: Senator STEC

HONORI NG Joan Ful | er Degener upon the occasion of
her designation for special recognition by the New
York State Ofice for the Aging in May of 2021

VWHEREAS, Senior citizens bring a wealth of experience and know edge
to the increasingly active roles they play in today's society; their
past contributions and future participation are a vital part of, and
val uabl e asset to, the fabric of community Iife and activity; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Joan Fuller
Degener upon the occasion of her designation for special recognition by
the New York State O fice for the Aging in May of 2021; and

VWHEREAS, Each May, the New York State O fice for the Aging pauses to
acknow edge the outstanding contributions made by older citizens during
Nat i onal O der Anericans Mnth; and

WHEREAS, Menbers of ol der generations have hel ped build and shape
our Nation to be the greatest in the world; they have defended our
freedons and values to ensure that those who cone after them may have
better lives; nowhere in the Nation is the |legacy of their efforts nore
visible and nore a part of the lives of all citizens than here in the
State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Joan Ful | er Degener has continually denonstrated extrene
conpetence, extraordinary intelligence and diligent |eadership in her
unwavering service to her coommunity and, consequently, has been sel ected
for this nost prestigious honor; and

VWHEREAS, Joan Fuller Degener grew up on a dairy farm in the
beautiful valley of WlIlch Hollow, in Fort Ann, New York, wth her
parents, Sanmuel and Marion (Rathbun) Fuller, tw sisters, Jean and
Hel en, and one brother, Harold; and

WHEREAS, A 1963 graduate of Fort Ann Central School, Joan Fuller
Degener went on to pursue a teaching degree at Adirondack Comunity
Coll ege and Castleton University before conpl eting her graduate work at
SUNY Pl att sburgh; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of her studies, Joan Fuller Degener
spent her illustrious 34-year <career as an acconplished teacher of
el enentary students; and

VWHEREAS, A true asset to her community, Joan Fuller Degener is very
active in the Wst Fort Ann United Methodi st Church and serves as an
advocate and guardian for two sisters from her childhood who have
disabilities and no famly to take care of them and

VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and wunwavering commtnent to her
comunity, Joan Fuller Degener is the founding nenber of the Fort Ann



H storical Society; she helped to research and wite, Fort Ann: 300
Years O History; she was al so an active nenber of the Queen Anne Seni or

Citizens, and frequently takes trips with the Traveling Cardinals or The
A d Stone House Library; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, this extraordinary woman volunteers wth
prograns for preschoolers and | eads prograns for elenmentary students at
Fort Ann Central, introducing themto the library; and

WHEREAS, As a volunteer at Haynes House OF Hope in Ganville, New
York, a hone for hospice patients, Joan Fuller Degener gives patients
much needed enotional and physical support; in addition, she is a
charter nenber and first president of the West Fort Ann Fire Conpany
Ladi es' Auxiliary; and

WHEREAS, A lifelong resident of Fort Ann, New York, Joan Fuller
Degener continues to reside in the honme she built with her husband which
Is nestled in the woods, surrounded by beauty and wildlife; and

WHEREAS, Joan Ful |l er Degener is the proud nother of two children,
Mchelle and David, and the |oving grandnother of her granddaughter,
Shaye; and

WHEREAS, For many years, Joan Full er Degener was an assistant |eader
for Grl Scout Troop 3267, the highlight of which was guiding her
granddaughter to earn the Grl Scout Gold Award, the first girl in Fort
Ann to earn this prestigious award; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by
individuals for the benefit of others which Joan Fuller Degener has
di spl ayed t hroughout her |ife; and

VWHEREAS, Joan Ful | er Degener has enriched the lives of her famly,
friends and colleagues through her 1|ove and respect for others, and
t hrough t he wi sdom whi ch conmes from many years of living life to the
fullest; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Joan Ful |l er Degener upon the occasion of her designation for
special recognition by the New York State Ofice for the Aging;, and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Joan Full er Degener.



