Senate Resolution No. 102
BY: Senat or BENJAM N

CELEBRATING the |ife and exenplary career of The
Honorabl e David N. Dinkins, fornmer Mayor of New York
City, distinguished citizen, and devoted nenber of
his comunity

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body, representing the people of the State
of New York, is noved this day to pay tribute to an em nent gentl eman of
indomtable faith and dedication whose public service and countless
acconplishnents wll forever stand as a paradigmand inspiration for
ot hers; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi slative Body records the passing of The Honorable David N. Dinkins,
noting the significance of his purposeful life and triunphs; and

WHEREAS, David N. Dinkins, the first and only Black Mayor of New
York City, died on Mnday, Novenber 23, 2020, at his residence in
Manhattan at the age of 93; and

VWHEREAS, David Norman Di nkins was born to Sarah "Sally" Lucy and
Wlliam Harvey Dinkins Jr. on July 10, 1927, in Trenton, New Jersey;
upon the separation of his parents, he and his sister were raised by
their father, a barber and real estate agent; and

VWHEREAS, After graduating from Trenton Central Hi gh School in 1945,
David N. Dinkins proudly served his country as one of the Mntford Point
Marines, the first Black Marines to serve in the branch, fromJuly 1945
t hrough August 1946, attaining the rank of private first class; for his
adm rabl e service, he was the recipient of the Congressional Gold Medal
by the United States Senate and House of Representatives; and

WHEREAS, In 1950, David N. Dinkins earned his bachelor's degree cum
| aude from Howard University, and six years later, he obtained his
Bachel or of Laws from Brooklyn Law School; shortly thereafter, he began
his esteened | aw career and becane interested in politics; and

VWHEREAS, I n 1966, David N. Dinkins served as a nenber of the New
York State Assenbly for the 78th District, and held the | eadership
positions of President of the New York City Board of Elections from
1972-1973, New York City derk from1975-1985, and Manhattan Borough
President from 1986-1989; and

WHEREAS, On Novenber 7, 1989, David N. Dinkins was el ected Mayor of
New York City, defeating three-termincunbent Mayor Ed Koch; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his tenure, Mayor David N. Dinkins strived to
I nprove race relations and enthusiastically pronoted New York Cty's
denographic diversity as a "gorgeous nosaic"; in his attenpt to | ower
the city's crine rate, he hired Raynond W Kelly as Police Comm ssioner,
I npl emented a hiring programthat expanded the police departnent by



nearly 25% and diligently worked to keep schools open into the eveni ng,

an award-winning initiative that kept tens of thousands of teenagers off
the street; and

VWHEREAS, WMayor David N. Dinkins was al so instrunental in preserving
the public status of garbage renoval, and greatly increased New York
City's econonmy by creating high profile events such as Fashi on Wek,
Rest aur ant Week, and Broadway on Broadway and signing a last-mnute
99-year |lease with the USTA National Tennis Center; and

WHEREAS, This renowned public servant was comritted to cleaning up
the Gty by revitalizing Times Square and rehabilitating dil apidated
housing in northern Harlem the South Bronx, and Brooklyn, and for his
great success in decreasing the size of the <city's honeless shelter
popul ation to its |owest point in tw decades; and

WHEREAS, Upon the end of his political career, David N. D nkins
joined the Colunbia University School of International and Public
Affairs as a professor of professional practice in 1994, and served as a
full-time faculty nmenber until his death; and

VWHEREAS, A man of nmany interests and passions, David N Dinkins was
actively involved with nunerous worthy organizations including the
United States Tennis Association, the Jazz Foundation of Anmerica, the
New York City dobal Partners, the Children's Health Fund, t he
Association to Benefit Children, the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund,
| ndependent News & Media, the Black Leadership Forum the Council on
Foreign Rel ations, and the National Black Leadership Conm ssion on AlDS;
and

WHEREAS, In 2013, David N Dynkins published A WMuyor's Life:
Governi ng New York's Gorgeous Mdisaic, and his radio program "D al ogue
with Dinkins" aired on W.IB radio in New York Gty from 1994-2014; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his loving wife of 63 years, Joyce, David N
Dinkins is survived by one daughter, Donna, and one son, David Jr., as
wel | as numerous col | eagues, friends and fellow New Yorkers who wll
| ong cherish his nmenory; and

WHEREAS, David N Dinkins truly | oved people, especially children,
and spent nost of his life trying to nmake the five boroughs of New York
City, and New York State as a whole, a better place for themto live,
wor k and play; and

WHEREAS, Over a long and nmeritorious life of service on behalf of
others, David N Dinkins was a nman of action, of integrity, and of
commi t ment, whose true conpassi on was generously given to all who knew
him and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a hunmanistic spirit, David N. D nkins | eaves
behind a | egacy which will |long endure the passage of tinme and wll
remain as a conforting nmenory to all he served and befriended; now,
therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations in a
nmonent of silent tribute to The Honor abl e Davi d N. Di nki ns,
phil ant hropi st, best-selling author, dedicated [|awer, and steadfast
public servant; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the fam|ly of The Honorable David N D nkins.



