Senate Resolution No. 1019
BY: Senat or PARKER

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
June 1, 2021, as Reef Awareness Day in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
environmental issues that affect the lives of «citizens of New York
State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaimJune 1, 2021, as Reef
Awareness Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of Wrld Reef Awareness Day; and

VWHEREAS, Established by Raw Elenents, Wrld Reef Awareness Day
serves as a call to action for consuners, businesses and organizations
to reflect on the delicate ecosystem of our ocean's coral reefs; the day
brings together the general public, influencers and opinion |eaders to
create active change through educati on and engagenent; and

WHEREAS, Coral reefs are living coonmunities of colonial organisns
made of individual polyps which excrete a bone-like skeleton that forns
| arge rock-1ike structures which are hones for thousands of organisns;
and

VWHEREAS, The health of a reef tells us a |ot about the health of an
ocean; many fish and ocean animals rely on the protection of the
healthy, Iliving reef for spawning season; it also supplies a rich
thriving food chain, from plankton and algae to the largest sea
creatures, the reef ecosystemis a significant |life support system and

VWHEREAS, The benefits of a healthy reef ecosystemgo far beyond the
ocean; coral reefs are essential to the plant and fish life, contribute
to a lively fishing industry, protect beaches and coastlines from
erosion, act as the oceans filter, provide |I|ife-saving nedicines, and
possi bly the one aninmal on the planet capable of consum ng plastic; and

WHEREAS, In recent vyears, our npost productive reefs have been in
decline due to coral bleaching, for exanple, the Geat Barrier Reef has
decreased by 40 percent; unfortunately, it 1is even worse along the

Fl ori da Keys and Cari bbean, their decline is between 85 and 99 percent;
and

WHEREAS, According to Dr. Craig Downs, Executive Director of
Haereti cus Environnental Lab, about 90 percent of the reefs in the
Cari bbean have di sappeared since 1980; and

WHEREAS, Coral reefs die off for many reasons, some of which include
rising sea tenperatures; unnmanaged, high-density tourism industrial



pol lution, plastic pollution, and sewage; and chem cal sunscreens, which
shoul d be replaced wi th non-nano zinc oxi de sunscreen; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious environnental issue, and nore nust be done to increase
activity at the local, state, national and international |evels; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mJune 1, 2021, as Reef
Awar eness Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonpb, Governor of the State of
New Yor k and Raw El enent s.



