Assenbly Resol ution No. 172
BY: M of A Barclay

CONCURRENT RESCLUTION OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY
proposing to establish the Tenporary Joint
Legi sl ative Conmittee on | npeachnent and
| nvestigation of the State's Response to COVID-19 in
Nursi ng Homes and Al l egations of Sexual Harassnent
Agai nst t he Governor, and providing for such
commttee's powers and duties

VWHEREAS, The State of New York has beconme aware that nore than
fifteen thousand seniors |living in nursing hones and | ong-termcare
facilities may have died as result of mssteps by public officers,
nanely requiring the hones to admt COVID 19 positive residents,
pursuant to a March 25, 2020 directive. These mssteps were nade
apparent by a report fromthe New York State Attorney General, "Nursing
Hone Response to the COVID-19 Pandem c"; and

WHEREAS, It has been alleged in the press of the State that unl aw ul
or inproper nethods have been used or pursued by public officers and
wrongful acts done to cover-up the nunber of COVID 19 rel ated nursing
hone and long-termcare facility deaths, by intentionally underreporting
the true death toll by fifty percent; and

WHEREAS, The |laws of New York State provide protection for al
i ndi viduals fromunl awful discrimnation and harassnent; and

WHEREAS, It has also been reported in the press of the State that
Governor Andrew M Cuono is facing allegations of sexual harassnent by
mul tiple fornmer enpl oyees; and

WHEREAS, The State should strive to address these m ssteps and
cover-up to better protect the public, especially our seniors and nost
vul nerabl e residents, and address these allegations of sexual harassnent
to better protect all individuals in the workplace; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED (if the &HOUSE concur), That a joint legislative commttee,
to be known as the "Tenporary Joint Legislative Conmttee on | npeachnent
and Investigation of the State's Response to COVID 19 in Nursing Hones
and Al |l egations of Sexual Harassnent Against the Governor", is hereby
created to consist of eight nenbers to be appointed as follows: two
menbers of the Senate to be appointed by the Tenporary President of the
Senate, two nenbers of the Senate to be appointed by the Mnority Leader
of the Senate, two nenbers of the Assenbly to be appointed by the
Speaker of the Assenbly and two nenbers of the Assenbly to be appointed
by the Mnority Leader of the Assenbly. The Tenporary President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the Assenbly shall jointly designate one of
their appointees to serve as a co-chair of such commttee. The Mnority
Leader of the Senate and the Mnority Leader of +the Assenbly shal
jointly designate one of their appointees to serve as a co-chair of such
commttee. Any vacancy in the nenbership of such conmttee shall be



filled by the officer authorized to make the original appointnent; and
be it further

RESOLVED (if the &HOUSE concur), That the comm ttee shall exam ne the
State's nmethods of administration and conduct in all matters relating to
nursi ng honmes and long-termcare facilities during the COVID 19 Pandem c
and exam ne the allegations of sexual harassnent agai nst Governor Andrew
M Cuono; and be it further

RESOLVED (if the &HOUSE concur), That the commttee may sit at any
place within the State as it may determne to conduct its business and
hold neetings and hearings, and it shall have all the powers of a
| egi sl ative commttee as provided by the Legislative Law, including, but
not limted to the power pursuant to section 62-a of the Legislative
Law, to subpoena and enforce the attendance of w tnesses including
public officers, public enployees and private persons, and to require
the production of books and papers, including any record, docunent or
correspondence pertaining to the admnistration of any State or private
institution or of any State departnment concerned in the nmanagenent,
regul ation, visitation or supervision of the sanme, and to admnister
oaths; and be it further

RESOLVED (if the &HOUSE concur), That the conmttee may conduct
executive sessions, in accordance wth section 105 of the Public
Oficers Law, when the subject matter under consideration warrants such
sessions in the determnation of the commttee. Such conmmttee shal
have the power to adopt rules for the conduct of its proceedi ngs; and be
it further

RESOLVED (if the &HOUSE concur), That the comm ttee shall pronul gate
such rules and procedur es for preserving and ensuring the
confidentiality of I nformation It may determne warrants such
confidentiality, including requiring the nenbers of the conmttee and
staff engaged by the conmttee to maintain the confidentiality of such
i nformation; and be it further

RESOLVED (if the &HOUSE concur), That the commttee shall ascertain
and report to the Legi sl ature whether any unlawful activities or wllful
and corrupt m sconduct have been enpl oyed, used or pursued by any public
officer, and recomend if inpeachnent by the Assenbly shoul d proceed,
and be it further

RESOLVED (if the &HOUSE concur), That the commttee shall submt a
report of its findings and recommendations to the Tenporary President of
the Senate, the Mnority Leader of +the Senate, the Speaker of the
Assenbly, and the Mnority Leader of the Assenbly within sixty days of
adoption, at which tine its jurisdiction and authority as set forth in
this Resolution shall expire, wunless renewed by further concurrent
resolutions of the Senate and the Assenbly.



