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STATE OF NEW YORK

9726--A

| N ASSEMBLY

March 28, 2022

Introduced by M of A LAWER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Governnental Enployees -- committee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anmend the workers' conpensation law and the retirenent and
social security law, in relation to certain nedical record require-
ments for participants in the Wrld Trade Center rescue, recovery, or
cl eanup operations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (d) and (e) of subdivision 3 of section 161 of
the workers' conpensation | aw, paragraph (d) as added and paragraph (e)
as anmended by chapter 489 of the laws of 2013, are amended and a new
paragraph (f) is added to read as foll ows:

(d) Diseases of the psychological axis, including post-traumatic
stress disorder, anxiety, depression, or any conbination of such condi-
tions; [e+]

(e) New onset diseases resulting fromexposure as such di seases occur
in the future including cancer, chronic obstructive pulnonary disease,
asbestos-rel ated di sease, heavy netal poisoning, nuscul oskel etal disease
and chroni ¢ psychol ogi cal disease[-]; or

(f) Any disease and/or condition certified in witing by the federa
Wrld Trade Center Health Programas a Wrld Trade Center related health
condition shall be presunptive evidence that any disability or death
arising fromsuch disease and/or condition was incurred during the Wrld
Trade Center rescue, recovery and clean-up operations. This presunptive
evidence will establish such disease and/or condition onto such claim
without the need for nedical evidence fromthe participants treating
physi ci an and/or _an independent nedical examination by an insurance
carrier, self-insurer, the state insurance fund and/or enployer as
defined in section one hundred thirty-seven of this chapter.

§ 2. Section 162 of the workers' conpensation | aw, as anended by chap-
ter 266 of the laws of 2018, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 162. Registration of participation in Wrld Trade Center rescue,
recovery and clean-up operations. In order for the claimof a partic-
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ipant in Wrld Trade Center rescue, recovery and clean-up operations to
come wthin the application of this article, such participant nust file
a witten and sworn statement with the board on a form promulgated by
the <chair indicating the dates and | ocations of such participation and
the name of such participant's enployer during the period of partic-
i pation. Such statenment nust be filed not |ater than Septenber el eventh,
two thousand [twerty—twe] twenty-five. The board shall transmt a copy
of such statenent to the enployer or carrier named therein. The filing
of such a statement shall not be considered the filing of a claimfor
benefits under this chapter.

8 3. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 36 of section 2
of the retirenment and social security |aw, as anended by chapter 425 of
the |l aws of 2021, is amended to read as foll ows:

(i) such nenber, or eligible beneficiary in the case of the nenber's
death, nust have either filed a witten and sworn statenent with the
menber's retirement systemon a formprovided by such system or as
allowed by the nmenber's retirenent system electronically submtted a
staterment on a form provided by such system through a secure online
portal nmaintained by the nmenber's retirenent systemthat has duly vali-
dated the nenber's identity, indicating the wunderlying dates and
| ocations of enploynent not later than Septenber el eventh, two thousand
[ twenty-twoe] twenty-five, and

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately; provided, however, that
section one of this act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it
shal | have becone a | aw



