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STATE OF NEW YORK

9112

| N ASSEMBLY

January 31, 2022

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Comrittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to determ nation of
public assistance eligibility and amounts; and repealing certain
provi sions of such law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 8 of
section 131-a of the social services |aw, as anended by chapter 246 of
the | aws of 2002, is amended to read as foll ows:

(iii) forty-two percent of the earned incone for such nonth of any
reci pient or applicant in a househol d [centaininrg—a—dependent—child], or
a_ single adult, which renmains after application of all other subpara-
graphs of this paragraph; provided, however, that such percentage anmpunt
shal |l be adjusted in June of each year, commencing in nineteen hundred
ninety-eight, to reflect changes in the nbst recently issued poverty
gui delines of the United States Bureau of the Census][—-su4ch—that—a

8 2. Paragraph ’(c) of subdivision 8 of section 131-a of the social
services |law, as anmended by chapter 214 of the laws of 1998, is anended
to read as follows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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8§ 3. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 10 of section 131-a of the social
services |aw, as anmended by chapter 246 of the |aws of 2002, is anended
to read as follows:

(a) (i) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section or any other

law to the contrary, no person or famly shall be eligible for an
initial grant and allowance of public assistance for [any] the nonth in
which an initial application for assistance is nade if the total incone

of the family, excluding benefits received under such prograns and with-
out application of the incone exenptions and disregards provided in
subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision eight of
this section, exceeds [ere] two hundred [eighty~five] percent of the
[ stanrdard—ef—need] federal poverty level, as set by the United States
departnment of health and human services, for a famly of the same conpo-
sition. Provided, however, that the incone disregards provided in
subparagraphs (v), (vi) and (vii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision eight
of this section shall be applied in nmaking the initial eligibility
determ nation required by this subparagraph. Each subsequent eligibility
determination shall be made in accordance with the provisions of subpar-
agraph (ii) of this paragraph.

(ii) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section or any other |aw
to the contrary, no person or fanmily shall be eligible for public
assistance following an initial eligibility determination pursuant to
subparagraph (i) of this paragraph for any nonth in which the total
incone of the famly, excluding benefits received under such prograns
and wi thout application of the incone exenptions and disregards provided
in subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision eight of
this section, exceeds eighty percent of the current area nedian incone
("AM "), as determined by the United States departnment of housing and
ur ban devel opnent .

8 4. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 8 of section 131-a of the social
services |law is anended by adding a new subparagraph (x) to read as
fol | ows:

(x) any unearned incone of a child when the parent or non-parent care-
giver chooses to exclude such child fromthe public assistance househol d
pursuant to subdivision one of section one hundred thirty-one-c of this
article.

8 5. Subdivision 1 of section 131-c of the social services law, as
added by chapter 42 of the laws of 1985, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. For the purposes of deternmining eligibility for and the amount of
assi stance payabl e, the social services district shall, when a mnor is
named as an applicant for public assistance, require that his or her
parents [and—n+ne#—b#e%he#s—and—s+s%e#s] al so apply for assistance and
be included in the household for purposes of determining eligibility and
grant anounts, if such individuals reside in the sanme dwelling unit as
the minor applying for assistance. Any inconme of or available for such
parents[———b%o%he+s—and—s+s%e#s] which is not disregarded under subdivi-
sion eight of section one hundred thirty-one-a of this article, shall be
conS|dered available to such household [ Fhe—provisionsof this subdivi—

] A parent or non-parent caregiver
may choose to exclude any other child or children residing in the same
dwelling unit fromthe public assistance household. Individuals who are

recipients of federal supplenental security income benefits or receive
addi ti onal state payments pursuant to this chapter, [e+——to—ndivduals
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! ] shall not be

included in the public assistance househol d.

8 6. Subdivision 1 of section 131-n of the social services |law, as
separately anmended by chapters 323 and 329 of the laws of 2019, is
anended to read as foll ows:

1. [ Frefollowing—+esourees] Any assets held by the household shall be

exenpt and disregarded in calculating the anount of benefips pf any

househol d under any public assistance progranf —a)—cash—anrd—-gui-d—o+

8§ 7. Subdivision 4 of section 158 of the social services law, as
anended by section 44 of part B of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997, is
anended to read as foll ows:

4. Social services officials shall determne eligibility for safety

net assistance within [ferty+ve] thirty days of receiving an applica-
tion for safety net assistance. Such officials shall notify applicants
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of safety net assistance about the availability of assistance to neet
enmergency circunstances or to prevent eviction.

8 8. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 5 of section 22 of the soci al
services |law, as amended by chapter 41 of the laws of 1992, is anended
to read as follows:

(b) Failure to act wupon any application within thirty days after

filing[ —exeept—appH-cati-ons—or—hore—e-el—or—taHure—to—conply—w-th

8 9. Subdivision 8 of section 153 of the social services lawis
REPEALED.

8 10. This act shall take effect immediately; provided, however, that
the amendnents to section 131-n of the social services | aw made by
section six of this act shall not affect the expiration of such section

and shall expire therewth.



