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STATE OF NEW YORK

9080

| N ASSEMBLY

January 31, 2022

Introduced by M of A HEVESI -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Children and Fanilies

AN ACT in relation to a study of the nunber of children in foster care
who have an intellectual or devel opnental disability

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The office of children and fam |y services, in consultation
with the conmi ssioner of nental health and the conm ssioner of devel op-
mental disabilities, shall conduct a study to deternmine the nunber of
children who have been placed in foster care and who have been di agnosed
with an intellectual or developnental disability. Such study shal
i nclude, but shall not be limted to, the follow ng:

(a) assessing the demographics of the children in foster care with an
intell ectual or devel opnental disability, including, but not limted to,
their county of residence, age, race and gender identity, and determ n-
i ng whether the placement of such individuals in foster care was vol un-
tary or court ordered;

(b) evaluating the current guidelines and regul ati ons used to oversee
the placenment and treatnment of children with an intellectual or devel op-
mental disability; and

(c) analyzing the extent to which such children are prepared for a
transition fromfoster care to an i ndependent living situation.

8 2. For purposes of this section, the followi ng terns shall have the
fol l owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "intellectual disability" shall have the same neaning as set forth
in paragraph (b) of subdivision 6 of section 384-b of the social
services |law and

(b) "devel opnental disability" shall have the sane neaning as set
forth in subdivision 22 of section 1.03 of the nental hygiene | aw

8 3. The office of children and famly services, the conm ssioner of
mental health and the comm ssioner of devel opnmental disabilities may
acquire directly fromthe head of any department, agency, or instrunen-
tality of the state, available information which the departnents consi d-
er wuseful in the discharge of their duties. Al departnents, agencies,
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and instrunmentalities of the state shall cooperate with the departnents
with respect to such information and shall furnish all information
requested by the departnents to the extent permtted by | aw

8 4. The office of children and fam ly services, the conmi ssioner of
mental health and the commi ssioner of devel opnental disabilities shal
submt a report of the findings of the study conducted pursuant to
section one of this act, to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate, the speaker of the assenbly and the mnority |leaders of the
senate and assenbly no later than one year following the effective date
of this act. The report shall also include recommendations on how to
consistently nmaintain a record of the nunber of children who have been
pl aced in foster care who have been diagnosed with an intellectual or
devel oprmental disability, recomrendations to inprove the placenent and
treatment of children in foster care and reconmendations to further
devel op existing guidelines and regul ations to prepare children who have
an intellectual or devel opmental disability for a transition to an inde-
pendent living situation.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.



