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STATE OF NEW YORK

8807

| N ASSEMBLY

January 12, 2022

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Corporations, Authorities and Comm ssions

AN ACT to create a conmmission to plan for the celebration in the year
2025 of New York state's canal systemand the bicentennial of the
opening of the Erie Canal; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. A tenporary conmission to be known as the "Erie Canal
Bi centennial Commission,"” hereafter referred to as the "commission,"” is
hereby created to arrange prelimnary details, adopt plans, and devise
ways and neans for a statew de celebration in 2025 of the bicentennial
of the opening of the Erie Canal. Such plans shall include a cel ebration
of New York's canal network, including the Chanplain, GCswego, and Cayuga
and Seneca canals, and its cultural, econom c and historic inport.

8 2. (a) The commission shall consist of 11 nmenbers to be appointed as
follows: two menbers appointed by the governor; two nenbers appoi nted by
the tenmporary president of the senate; two nenbers appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly; one nmenber appointed by the mnority |eader of
t he senate; one nmenber appointed by the minority |eader of the assenbly;
the chief executive officer of the New York State Canal Corporation or
his or her designated representative; the conm ssioner of parks, recre-
ation and historic preservation or his or her designated representative;
and the conm ssioner of education or his or her designated represen-
tative. The comission shall appoint a chair. Vacancies in nmenbership
shall be filled in the same manner provided for the original appoint-
ments or designations.

(b) The nenbers of the conm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this act.

(c) The commission may hold public hearings and is hereby authorized
and enpowered to undertake any studies, inquiries and analysis deened
rel evant.
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(d) The conmi ssion shall be entitled to request and be provided with
such resources and data of any relevant departnent, division, board
bureau, conmission, or agency of the state to carry out properly its
duties pursuant to this act.

(e) Conmission nenbers may participate in neetings of such comi ssion

or comittee by neans of tel ephone conference, provided that all neet-
ings shall operate in accordance with article 7 of the public officers
| aw.

8 3. The conmi ssion shall

(a) Plan and execute a statewi de celebration in 2025 that focuses on
the economic, historic and cultural inmport of New York's canal system

(b) The commission shall issue a report of its proceedings to the
governor, tenporary president of the senate, mnority |eader of the
senate, speaker of the assenbly, and minority |eader of the assenbly on
or before January 1, 2025. The report shall detail the conm ssion's plan
for celebratory events pursuant to this act.

8 4. The commission is hereby authorized and enpowered to enter into
any agreements and perform any acts that nay be necessary, desirable, or
proper to carry out the purposes and objectives of this act.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmmediately and shall be deened
repeal ed January 1, 2026.



