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STATE OF NEW YORK

8728

| N ASSEMBLY

January 11, 2022

Introduced by M of A CUSICK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend a chapter of the laws of 2021 relating to creating a
veterans' suicide prevention tenporary task force, as proposed in
legislative bills nunbers S. 1788-A and A 5836-A, in relation to the
menbers of such task force

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions (a) and (b) of section 2 of a chapter of the
|l aws of 2021 relating to creating a veterans' suicide prevention tenpo-
rary task force, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 1788-A and
A. 5836-A, are anended to read as foll ows:

(a) There is hereby created the veterans' tenporary suicide prevention
task force to exam ne, evaluate and determine how to inprove nenta
health and suicide prevention for our veterans, consisting of [#re]
thirteen nmenbers, each to serve until May first, two thousand twenty-
t hr ee.

(b)(1) Such nenbers shall include the conmmi ssioner of the office of
mental health, the director of veterans' services, the conm ssioner of
the office of alcoholismand substance abuse services, and the conm s-
sioner of health, or their designees, and the remaminder of the nenbers
shall be appointed as follows: three nenbers shall be appointed by the
governor; two nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of
the senate; one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the
senate; two nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;
and one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the assem
bly. Appointnments shall be nade within sixty days of the effective date
of this act. Vacancies in the tenporary task force shall be filled in
t he manner provided for original appointnments.

(2) Al appointees shall have expertise in fields or disciplines
related to nental health and at |east three nmenbers shall have worked
with nenbers of the mlitary or veterans comunity on a professiona
basis. Al appointnents shall be coordinated to ensure geographic repre-
sentation fromthe entire state.
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(3) The tenporary task force shall be chaired by the governor's
appoi ntee. The tenporary task force shall elect a vice-chair and other
necessary officers fromanong all appoi nted nenbers.

(4 A mjority of the nenbers of the tenporary task force then in
office shall constitute a quorum

(5) The tenporary task force shall neet at |east quarterly at the cal
of the chair. Meetings may be held via tel econference. Special neetings
may be called by the chair at the request of a mapjority of the menbers
of the task force

(6) Menbers of the tenporary task force shall receive no conpensation
for their services but shall be reinbursed for their actual expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties in the work of the task
force.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sanme date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the laws of 2021 relating to creating a veterans
suicide prevention tenporary task force, as proposed in legislative
bills nunbers S. 1788-A and A 5836-A, takes effect, and shall be deened
to expire therewth.



