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STATE OF NEW YORK

8413

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Novenber 8, 2021

Introduced by M of A CRUZ -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Governmental QOperations

AN ACT to establish a conmission to be knowmn as the "New York State
Tenporary Commission on the Threat of Rising Cceans"; and providing
for the repeal of such provisions upon the expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. There is hereby established a tenporary comm ssion to be
known as the "New York State Tenporary Comrission on the Threat of
Ri sing Cceans", hereinafter referred to in this act as the "comm ssion".

8§ 2. 1. The commi ssion shall be conposed of 17 nenbers appointed in
accordance with subdivision two of this section.

2. The nmenbers shall be appointed for the Iife of the conmission as
fol | ows:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

3

shal | be appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;
shal |l be appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate;

shal | be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

shal | be appointed by the mnority |eader of the assenbly; and
shal | be appoi nted by the governor.

. The nmenbers of the conmi ssion shall be individuals who have know
| edge or expertise, whether by experience or training, in matters to be
studi ed by the conm ssion under subdivision seven of this section.

4. The tenporary president of the senate, the minority | eader of the
senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the ninority | eader of the assenbly
and the governor shall make his or her respective appointnents not |ater
than 60 days after the effective date of this act. Any vacancy that
occurs during the Iife of the commi ssion shall not affect the powers of
the comm ssion and shall be filled in the same manner as the origina
appoi ntment not | ater than 30 days after the vacancy occurs.

5. A mgjority of the nenbers shall constitute a quorumto conduct
busi ness, but the conmi ssion may establish a | esser quorum for conduct-
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ing hearings schedul ed by the comm ssion. Each nenber shall have 1 vote

and the vote of each nenber shall be accorded the sanme weight. The
commi ssion may establish, by mjority vote, any other rules for the
conduct of the conmission's business, insofar as such rules are not

i nconsistent with this section or other applicable Iaw

6. The conmi ssion shall conduct a conprehensive study on the threat of
rising ocean |evels.

(a) The matters studied by the comm ssion under this subdivision shal
i nclude, but not be limted to:

(1) the threat of rising oceans on shoreline communities, their
infrastructure, and residents;

(2) options available to protect New York City and Long Island from
ri sing oceans and provide a cost estinmate for such options;

(3) options available to protect New York Harbor from rising oceans,
including, but not Iimted to, the building of a sea wall and its asso-
ciated costs;

(4) international infrastructure in place to protect other regions
from rising oceans and provide a conparative description of what other
nati ons have done to address that threat in those regions and at what
costs;

(5) a review of the current flood zone designations of shoreline and
wat erfront conmmunities; and

(6) the potential of a public awareness canpai gn and for such outreach
to informresidents of inpacted communities and those in projected flood
zones on how to prepare for possible damage by rising oceans.

(b) Not later than March 1, 2023, the comm ssion shall submit to the
governor, the senate, and the assenbly a conprehensive report on the
comm ssion's findings and conclusions. Such report shall address each
matter studied by the conm ssion.

7. The conmmi ssion shall have the power to hold hearings, at such sites
and to act at such times and places, to take such testinmony, and to
recei ve such evidence as the commi ssion considers advisable to carrying
out its duties under this subdivision.

8. Menbers of the comm ssion shall receive no conpensation but shal
be reinbursed for their actual and necessary expenses in the perfornmance
of their duties pursuant to this act.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire April 1,
2023 when wupon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.



