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AN ACT to amend the nental hygiene law, in relation to the construction
of facilities for chenical dependence services that pronote the priva-
cy of individuals

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision (b) of section 32.29
of the nental hygiene |aw, as added by chapter 558 of the |aws of 1999,
i s anended and a new paragraph 4 is added to read as foll ows:

The construction of a facility shall require the prior approval of
such comm ssioner if the provider of services seeking to engage in such
construction receives funding from the office of | i
substance—abuse] addiction services and supports pursuant to this chap-
ter and/or seeks a funding source for such construction project other
than fromthe nental health services facilities inprovenent program or
its successor agency, directly or indirectly through a closely rel ated
entity; provided, however, that such facilities shall be designed and
constructed in a manner that pronbtes privacy while bathing, sleeping.
using restroons and receiving individual counseling services, while also
allowing for maxim zation of the use of such facility.

4. The deterninations regarding privacy considerations as required
under this subdivision shall only apply to new construction. The fail-
ure to neet privacy considerations in existing construction shall not
inpede the conmi ssioner's approval of new construction.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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