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STATE OF NEW YORK

7538

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 13, 2021

Introduced by M of A STERN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to a veteran health care
navi gat or program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new section 36l-a
to read as foll ows:

8§ 36l-a. Veteran health care navigator program 1. The division shal
undertake a study regarding devel opnent and inplenentation of a veteran
health care navigator programas provided in this section. Such study
shall be conpleted and reported to the legislature on or before Decenber
thirty-first, two thousand twenty-two.

2. The veteran health care navigator programshall enploy an adeqguate
nunber of veteran health care navigators. Navigators shall be defined as
full-tine enployees of the division who have direct know edge of the
veteran comunities they serve. Their role shall include efforts to:

(a) increase access by veterans and their famlies to health care
coverage and services;

(b) leverage existing resources and structures in areas where veterans
and their fanilies are able to easily access such resources;

(c) ensure the needs of veterans and their fanilies are incorporated
in all state efforts to expand access to affordable, quality health
care; and

(d) ensure veterans and their famlies have access to nental health
treatnent. including for post-traumatic stress disorder, depression., and
sui ci de prevention.

3. The program when inplenented, shall provide the following duties
for veteran health care navigators:

(a) identifying all federal and other health benefits, coverage, and
services available to veterans and their fanilies;
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(b) coordinating with other local, state, and federal departnents and
agencies, health care providers, and health insurance prograns to help
veterans and their beneficiaries apply for coverage under such programns,
including hel ping veterans overcone barriers wthin the health care
system to ensure enrollnent in health plans and effective delivery and
coordination of health services;

(c) ensuring that access to nental health coverage, services, and
treatnent is a primary focus of their activities under the program

(d) connecting veterans to trained nental health care providers,
including those trained in veteran suicide prevention; and

(e) carrying out such other duties as the state director may assign
under the program

4. Upon inplenentation of the programunder this section, when carry-
ing out their duties under the program the division and the veteran
health care navigators shall coordinate and coll aborate with other rele-
vant local, state and federal departnents and agencies, including, but
not limted to state and local veteran's service agencies and |oca
veterans' conmittees, and the U'S. departnent of health and hunman
services.

5. As part of the study, the division shall also, in consultation with
the federal departnment of health and hunman services, conduct an exani na-
tion of all existing health care and veterans' prograns to:

(a) evaluate whether the needs of veterans and their famlies are net
by such prograns;

(b) determine any necessary and appropriate steps that could be taken
to increase access to affordable, quality health care, including by rule
and requlation pursuant to existing statutory authority, or through new
| egislation; and

(c) evaluate how the veteran health care navi gator program proposed
under this section could inprove access to affordable, quality health
care for veterans and their famlies.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




