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STATE OF NEW YORK

7527

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 13, 2021

Introduced by M of A SEAWVRICGHT -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to requiring the
departnent of health to conduct a public information and outreach
canpai gn on nedically unnecessary treatnents on persons born wth
intersex traits or variations in sex characteristics

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 25 of the public health law is anmended by adding a
new title 7-A to read as foll ows:
TITLEMI-A
PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON AND OUTREACH CAMPAI GN ON
MEDI CALLY UNNECESSARY TREATMENTS ON
PERSONS BORN W TH | NTERSEX TRAI TS OR
VARI ATI ONS | N SEX CHARACTERI STI CS
Section 2597. Definitions.
2598. Public infornmation and outreach canpaign.

8§ 2597. Definitions. For the purposes of this title, the term

1. "Intersex traits or variations in sex characteristics" neans the
unbrella termfor differences in reproductive or sex ahatony that may
appear in an individual's chronpsones, genitals, secondary sex charac-
teristics, or internal organs such as testes or ovaries, and my be
identified at birth, or may not be discovered until puberty or later in
life.

2. "Medically unnecessary" neans a treatnment or intervention on the
sex characteristics of an individual born with intersex traits or vari-
ations in sex characteristics that may be safely deferred until that
individual can provide inforned consent. Furthernore, psychol ogica
factors do not constitute nedical necessity for a treatnent or inter-
vention on the sex characteristics of an individual born with intersex
traits or variations in sex characteristics until and unless the indi-
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vidual has thenselves identified psychological factors as relevant to
deci si on- naki ng.

8§ 2598. Public information and outreach canpaign. 1. The depart nent
shall conduct a public information and outreach canpaign designed to
address the provision of nedically unnecessary treatnents and inter-
ventions perforned on individuals born with intersex traits or vari-
ations in sex characteristics. Such outreach shall at a m ninmum i nclude:

a creating educational materials for parents and guardi ans of indi-
viduals born with intersex traits or variations in sex characteristics;

(b) creating resources for nedical practitioners;

(c) identifying community outreach partners, stakeholders and opportu-
nities; and

(d) distributing nmaterials and resources.

2. The departnent shall consult wth individuals and organizations
with expertise inintersex traits or variations in sex characteristics,
including individuals who are intersex or have variations in sex charac-
teristics, in the devel opnment of such public information and outreach
canpai gn.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
the departnent of health shall begin inplenmentation of the public infor-
mati on and outreach canpaign within one year of the effective date of
this act.




