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STATE OF NEW YORK

6487

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 19, 2021

Introduced by M of A DICKENS, ABINANTI, BARRON, EPSTEIN, HYNDMAN,
GOITFRI ED, GLI CK, O DONNELL, PICHARDO, RI CHARDSON, TAYLOR -- read once
and referred to the Comrittee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to allowing police offi-
cers to wear body-worn caneras, and prohibiting agreenments w th other
state or federal agencies that prevent the use of such caneras

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new section 837-w
to read as foll ows:

8 837-w. Police use of body-worn caneras. 1. For the purposes of this
section the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neanings:

(a) "Body-worn canera" shall nean an electronic canmera system for
creating, generating, sending. receiving, storing. displaying, and proc-
essing audiovisual recordings that are worn by a police officer

(b) "Community caretaking function" shall nean a task undertaken by a
police officer in which such police officer is performng an articulable
act unrelated to the investigation of a crine. "Community caretaking
function" includes, but is not |limted to, participating in town halls
or other community outreach, helping a child find the child's parents,
providing death notifications, dealing w¢th individuals asking for
directions or other assistance and perfornming in-hone or hospital well-
bei ng checks on persons who are sick, elderly or presuned ni ssing.

(¢) "In uniform' with respect to a police officer, shall nean wearing
any officially authorized uniformdesignated by a police agency or visi-
bly wearing articles of clothing or other itens indicating that such
police officer is a police officer acting in the course of such police
officer's duties, including, but not limted to, a badge, tactical gear,
a gun belt, a patch or other insignia.

(d) "Law enforcenment-related encounters or activities" shall include,
but not be limted to, traffic stops, pedestrian stops, arrests, search-
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es, interrogations, investigations, pursuits, crowd control, traffic
control, interactions with individuals while on patrol that are not
conmmunity caretaking functions, or any other instance in which a police
officer is enforcing the laws of the nunicipality, county, or state.
"Law enforcenent-rel ated encounters or activities" shall not include
activities occurring while the police officer is conpleting paperwork
alone or in the presence of another police officer, or conmunity care-
taking functions.

(e) "Recording" shall nean the process of capturing data or infornma-
tion stored on a recording nediumfor the retention and playback of
recorded audio and video including, but not limted to, hard drive,
cloud storage, solid state, digital or flash nenory technology or any
other electronic nmedium

2. A police agency shall ensure that each police officer in its enploy
who requests a body-worn canera is equipped with a body-worn canera and

that such body-worn canera is in operation and creating a recording at
all tinmes such police officer is in uniformand engaged in | aw enforce-

nent-related encounters or activities. Each police agency shall adopt
policies and procedures relating to the use of body-worn caneras by
police officers inits enploy and the nmaintenance and retention of data
and recordings.

3. No police agency shall enter into an agreenent or joint task force
with any other state or federal agency which requires police officers to
engage in |law enforcenent-related encounters or activities wthout the
use of a body-worn canera.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




