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STATE OF NEW YORK

6419

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 17, 2021

Introduced by M of A STIRPE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education |aw and the state finance law, in relation
to enacting the "VIP progrant; and making an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "VIP
progrant.

8§ 2. The -education lawis anended by adding a new section 3641-c to
read as foll ows:

8 3641-c. Virtual inclusion plan grant program 1. The conm ssioner
shall establish a program of conpetitively awarded grants within the
anount in the virtual inclusion plan grant fund established under
section ninety-seven-uuuu of the state finance |aw each year to public
school districts to purchase technol ogy which would enable students to
participate in classroom activities renotely if a nedical condition
precludes themfrom attending in-person classroom sessi ons.

2. For a public school district to qualify for a grant under this
program the public school district shall promulgate a renpte classroom
virtual inclusion policy which establishes guidelines for when a student
would be eligible for renpte classroomvirtual inclusion teaching due to
a nedical condition. The policy should also be in conpliance wth the
rules and regulations set forth by the comn ssioner as well as |aws as
they pertain to classroom attendance requirenents.

3. The conm ssioner shall pronulgate any necessary rules and requ-
lations for the application and distribution of any funds pursuant to
this section.

8§ 3. The state finance law is amended by adding a new section 97-uuuu
to read as foll ows:

8 97-uuuu. Virtual inclusion plan grant fund. 1. There is hereby
established in the joint custody of the conmi ssioner of education and
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the conptroller a fund to be known as the "virtual inclusion plan grant
fund".

2. The fund shall consist of all nonies appropriated for its purpose,
and all nonies required by this section or any other provision of law to
be paid into or credited to such fund. The fund shall not contain any
noni es which are not intended for the fund.

3. Mnies of the fund, when allocated, shall be available pursuant to
section thirty-six hundred forty-one-c of the education |aw

4. Monies shall be payable fromthe fund on the audit and warrant of
the state conptroller on vouchers approved and certified by the conm s-
sioner of educati on.

8 4. The sum of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), or so nuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of
education out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to
the credit of the virtual inclusion plan grant program not otherw se
appropriated, and made i nmedi ately available, for the purpose of carry-
ing out the provisions of this act. Such nmoneys shall be payable on the
audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certified or approved
by the conmi ssioner of education in the manner prescribed by |aw.

8 5. This act shall take effect April 1, 2023.




