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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 12, 2021

Introduced by M of A ENGLEBRI GHT, SEAWRI GHT -- Milti-Sponsored by --
M of A COLTON, CYMBROWNTZ -- read once and referred to the Conmt-
tee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnmental conservation law, in relation to
establishing the marine life protection task force and providing for
the powers and duties thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 13 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended

by adding a newtitle 9 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 9
MARI NE LI FE PROTECTI ON

Section 13-0901. legislative intent.

13-0903. Definitions.

13-0905. Marine life protection task force.

13-0907. Task force; powers and duti es.

13-0909. Reports and recommendati ons.
8 13-0901. legislative intent.

The leqgislature hereby finds that:

1. New York's extraordinary nmarine biological diversity is a vita
asset to the state and nation. The diversity of species and ecosystens
found in the state's marine and coastal district is inportant to public
health and well -being, ecological health, and ocean-dependent industry:;

2. Coastal developnent, water pollution and other hunman activities
threaten the health of narine habitat and the biological diversity found
in New York's marine and coastal district. New technologies and denmands
have encouraged the expansion of fishing and other activities to forner-
ly inaccessible marine areas that once recharged nearby fisheries. As a
result, ecosystens throughout the state's marine and coastal district
are being altered, often at a rapid rate;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. Fish and other sea life are sustainable resources, and fishing is
an inportant state asset. Marine protected areas and sound fishery
nanagenent are conplenentary conponents of a conprehensive effort to
sustain nmarine habitats and fisheries;

4. Understanding of the inpacts of human activities and the processes
required to sustain the abundance and diversity of marine life is limt-
ed. The designation of certain areas as sea |life reserves can help
expand the |legislature's know edge by providing baseline information and
inproving the understanding of ecosystens where mninal disturbance
occurs;

5. Marine life reserves are essential to the protection of habitats
and ecosystens, conservation of biological diversity, provision of sanc-
tuaries for fish and other sea life, enhancenent of recreational and
educational opportunities, provision of a reference point against which
scientists can neasure changes elsewhere in the marine and coasta
district, and rebuilding depleted fisheries;

6. There is a need to exanine and augnent the state's laws to increase
their coherence and effectiveness at protecting New York's marine life
habitat and ecosystens; and

7. To inprove the nanagenent and protection of the state's nmarine
life, it is necessary to establish a task force, within the departnent,
to propose a nmarine life protection plan to be enacted into |aw by the
| egi slature.

8 13-0903. Definitions.
For the purposes of this title:
1. "Marine life reserve" shall nean a narine protected area in which

all extractive activities, including the taking of marine species and,
if necessary, other activities which upset the natural ecological func-
tions of the area shall be prohibited. Wiile, to the maxi num extent

feasible, such area shall be open to the public for managed enjoynent
and study, the area is to be maintained in an undi sturbed and unpol |l uted
st ate.

2. "Task force" shall nean the marine life protection task force
established pursuant to section 13-0905 of this title.

§ 13-0905. Marine life protection task force.

1. There is hereby established. within the departnent., the nmarine life
protection task force. Such task force shall be conposed of thirteen
nenbers. The director of the nmarine sciences research center of the
state university of New York at Stony Brook, or his or her designee
shall be a nenmber of the task force and shall serve as the chair of the
task force. The conmi ssioner shall appoint three nmenbers of the narine
resources advisory council as nenbers of the task force. The renmaining
ni ne nenbers of the task force shall be appointed by the conm ssioner as
follows: three nenbers shall be appointed upon the recommendation of the
governor, three nenbers shall be appointed upon the recommendation of
the tenporary president of the senate, and three nenbers shall be
appoi nt ed upon the recommendati on of the speaker of the assenbly.

2. The nmenbers of the task force appointed by the comm ssioner shal
be persons who have denonstrated scientific expertise in and concern for
the protection of wmarine life including recreational and comercial
fisherman. Such nenbers shall serve for atermof two vyears, or unti
their successor has been appointed. Vacancies in the nenbership of the
task force shall be filled in the manner provided for original appoint-
nents.

3. Menbers of the task force shall not receive any conpensation

8§ 13-0907. Task force; powers and duties.
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The task force shall have the follow ng powers and duties:

1. to request, receive and utilize and be provided with such facili-
ties, resources and data of the departnment. or any departnent, division,
board., bureau, conmmi ssion or agency of the state or any political subdi-
vision thereof as may be necessary to properly carry out its powers and
duties;

2. toidentify which laws, rules and reqgulations govern the protection
of marine life in the marine and coastal district and to assess the
scope and effectiveness of such laws, rules and requlations in protect-
ing marine life;

3. toinventory and map the marine life at each site within the nmarine
and coastal district; including all the species of marine life at each
such site, the approximate nunber of each species at each such site, and
the level and nature of protection afforded each species of nmarine |ife;

4. to propose a marine life protection plan, which shall include:

(a) protection of the natural diversity and abundance of marine [life,
and the structure, function and integrity of nmarine ecosystens,

(b) sustenance, conservation and protection of narine life popu-
lations, including those of economc value, and rebuild those that are
depl et ed,

(c) inprovenent of recreational, educational and study opportunities
provided by nmarine ecosystens that are subject to mniml human disturb-
ance, and managenent of such uses in a nmanner consistent with protecting
bi odi versity,

(d) protection of marine natural heritage, including protection of
representative and unique marine life habitats in the nmarine and coastal
district

(e) recommended |egislation, based upon sound scientific guidelines,
which establish clearly defined objectives, effective nmanagenent neas-
ures and adequate enforcenent for the protection of nmarine life,

(f) to investigate and nmke recommendations on the feasibility and
effectiveness of providing enhanced nunicipal regulation of marine life
reserves:; and

5. to propose recommendations and legislation for the establishnent
and reqgulation of marine life reserves, including no-take reserves, at
sites within the marine and coastal district.

8 13-0909. Reports and recommendati ons.

On or before two vears following the effective date of this title, the
task force shall issue a report and its recommendations to the conm s-
sioner, governor, tenporary president of the senate and speaker of the
assenbly. Such report and reconmmendation shall include all infornmation
derived and recommendations conposed pursuant to subdivisions two
through five of section 13-0907 of this title.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have become a law, provided that the
marine life protection task force shall have two years to issue the
report required pursuant to section 13-0909 of the environmental conser-
vation | aw, as added by section one of this act, at which such time the
task force shall be deened dissol ved.




