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AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to requiring each county
board of elections to provide pens at polling sites

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The | egislature hereby declares that in
order to have a well-functioning denocracy, it is necessary that boards
of elections successfully supply every poll site in the state with the
required materials to conduct an election. Voters whose poll sites |ack
these basic necessities are, in practice, disenfranchised because their
poll site in unprepared

The legislature further finds that many poll sites in counties that
use electronic voting systens require a ballot to be marked using a pen
bef ore bei ng scanned and counted. However, each election day, |egisla-
tors hear conplaints fromconstituents about poll sites w thout pens.
When voters arrive at these poll sites to discover that the board of
el ections has not provided enough working pens, many are deterred from

voting at all. A lack of the nost basic of supplies at poll sites is
unaccept abl e.
Clearly, boards of elections are either unable or unwilling to predict

and provide an adequate supply of working pens for poll sites. Thus, it
falls to the legislature to ensure that boards of elections inplenent
procedures to ensure that every eligible voter who goes to the polls has
access to the tools needed to cast a ballot.

8§ 2. The election lawis anended by adding a new section 8-108 to
read as foll ows:

8§ 8-108. Supplies requirenent. 1. As used in this section, the term
"pen" shall nmean an instrunment used to apply ink to a surface for the
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purpose of witing. To qualify as a pen

for the purposes of this

section, such instrunment nust be filled with ink.

2. Each county board of el ections shal

supply each polling site with

a mni mum of one pen for every ten reqgistered voters assigned to that

polling site.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



