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February 23, 2021

Introduced by M of A ABBATE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Consuner Affairs and Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to pernmitting
enpl oyees of public utilities access to certain restroom facilities
wi t hout being a payi ng custoner

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general business law is anmended by addi ng a new section
399-k to read as fol |l ows:

8 399-k. Access to restroomfacilities. 1. A place of business open
to the general public for the sale of goods or services that has a
toilet facility for its enployees shall allow any individual who is
lawfully on the prenises of such place of business to use that toilet
facility during nornmal business hours, even if the place of business
does not normally nmake the enployee toilet facility available to the
public, provided that all of the followi ng conditions are net:

a. the individual requesting the use of the enployee toilet facility
is an enployee of a public utility conpany or a public utility corpo-
ration as defined in section two of the public service law, provided
that the place of business may require the individual to present reason-
able evidence that the individual is an enployee of such public utility
entity;

b. two or nore enployees of the place of business are working at the
tinme the individual requests use of the enployee toilet facility;

c. the enployee toilet facility is not located in an area where
provi ding access would create an obvious health or safety risk to the
requesting individual or create an obvious security risk to the place of
busi ness;

d. use of the toilet facility would not create an obvious health or
safety risk to the requesting individual:; and
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€. a public restroomis not immediately accessible to the requesting

i ndi vi dual

2. A violation of the provisions of this section shall be punishable
by a civil penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars for each
violation.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



