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STATE OF NEW YORK

4654

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2021

Introduced by M of A ABINANTI -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Election Law

AN ACT to provide special provisions for noninations and el ections for
county, town or village public offices and special elections for
public office to be filled at any election to be held in the year
2021; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon the expira-
tion thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the election
| aw or governor's executive order issued prior to the effective date
hereof, the following provisions shall apply to all nom nations and
el ections for county, town or village public offices and special
elections for public office to be filled at any election to be held in
the year 2021 whet her conducted by the county's board of elections or
ot herwi se.

(a) (1) Any party caucus, party neeting, or party convention conducted
according to rules pronulgated by the relevant party's county or munici-
pal committee, whether for the purpose of selecting or endorsing candi-
dates for an election to be held in the year 2021 or for any other busi-
ness may be conducted in whole or in part renotely by electronic
participation through use of telephone conference, video conference,
and/or other simlar service, as set forth by rules pronulgated by the
chair of such party and provided that notice for any such party meeting
clearly provides neans and instructions for all eligible participants to
access the neeting.

(2) Any person eligible to attend and vote at any party caucus, party
meeting, or party convention held pursuant to the election law in the
year 2021, except a village party caucus, may hold up to two proxies,
except that any party committee rule in place prior to the effective
date of this act authorizing a greater nunber of proxies shall continue
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in full force and effect. Notwithstanding that the last day to notice a
party neeting may have passed, if the notice did not include notice of
participation by renote or el ectronic participation, then such notice of
renote or electronic participation may be included in a suppl enmental
notice given not less than five days before the neeting.

(3) Any party caucus to select candidates for a village election to be
held in the year 2021 may be conducted renotely by electronic partic-
ipation in whole or in part as set forth by rules promnul gated by the
chair of such party. Notwi thstanding that the | ast day to notice a party
caucus may have passed, if the notice did not include notice of partic-
ipation by remote or electronic participation, then such notice of
renote or electronic participation may be included in a supplenmenta
notice given not less than five days before the neeting.

(b) (1) In addition to the procedures set forth in the election |aw,
for public offices to be filled at any primary, general or special
election to be held in the year 2021, including elections to fill
offices in acity outside of the city of New York, county, town or
village offices and special elections to fill a public office, nom -
nations may be made by a party caucus, party neeting, or party conven-
tion conducted according to rules pronulgated by the relevant party's
county or nunicipal conmttee or committees. Such rules may provide that
any candi date achieving a specified mninmumthreshold of votes cast at
the caucus, neeting, or convention shall achieve ball ot status.

(2) For any election for which petitions are required to be filed in
the year 2021, including elections to fill city, county, town or village
of fices and special elections to public offices, all relevant sections
of the election law are nodified to the extent necessary to reduce
requi red nunber of signatures on petitions on a party designating peti-
tion or an independent nom nating petition to a nunber equal to seventy
per centum of the statutory m ni mum nunber provided for in the election
| aw.

(c) (1) The potential for contraction of the COVID 19 virus as an
illness shall be sufficient for purposes of request for and receipt of
an absentee ballot in all primaries and elections for public office in
the year 2021.

(2) In addition to any other nmeans of requesting an absentee ball ot
available to a voter, every voter eligible to vote in a primary, genera
el ection or special election to be held 2021, whether in active or inac-
tive status, shall be sent an absentee ballot application formwth a
postage paid return option for such application

(3) Al relevant sections of the election law are nodified to the
extent necessary to allow for electronic application for absentee
ballots for all primaries and elections for public office in the year
2021, with no requirenment for signature or in-person appearance to be
abl e to access an absentee ballot. The boards of elections, village
clerks or other parties conducting village elections shall accept as a
proper application a request for an absentee ballot by a voter made by
letter, email, facsimle, phone, internet or electronically and such
voter shall not be required to conplete a paper application either prior
to or simultaneously with receiving the ballot.

(4) Al absentee ballots sent to a voter for a primary, general or
special election to be held in 2021 shall be acconpani ed by a postage-
pai d properly addressed return envel ope.

(5) Section 8-400 and any provision of article 9 of the election |aw
are nodified to the extent necessary to provide that every voter who is
in active and inactive status and is eligible to vote in any election in
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2021, may be able to request an absentee ballot via phone or internet or
electronically; and if such voter requests an absentee ballot, such
voter shall be sent an absentee ballot, provided however each voter
shall not be sent nore than one ballot pursuant to a phone request, and
shall not be required to conplete an application either prior to or
simul taneously to receiving the ballot. The board of elections receiving
t he tel ephone request shall naintain a record of such tel ephone requests
for an absentee ballot and may conpl ete the absentee ball ot application
as such record on behalf of the voter requesting the absentee ballot,
provided that no ballot shall be deened invalid for lack of a conplete
or signed absentee ballot application for any reason.

(6) Al boards of elections shall provide instructions for conpleting
the absentee ballot application in conformty with this act to voters
and post them promnently on their website.

(7) Al boards of elections, village clerks or other parties conduct-
ing village elections shall develop a plan to allow regi stered voters to
drop off conpleted absentee ballots at the office of the board of
el ections or village clerk prior to or on election day, without requir-

ing the voter to wait in line with in-person voters. Plans nust be
submitted to the state board of elections on or before March 1, 2021.
(8) Sections 103 and 104-b of the general nmunicipal |aw are hereby

modified to the extent necessary to allow a board of elections to
procure and provide absentee ballot applications, absentee ballots,
envel opes, nmumil notification cards pursuant to this act, or any other
means of transmtting an absentee ballot application or absentee ball ot
to voters in accordance with the timefranes set forth in | aw

(9) Section 8-407 of the election law, in relation to providing absen-
tee ballots to voters residing in certain facilities, is nodified to the
extent that inspectors of the board shall not attend and/or visit facil-
ities described in section 8-407 of the election |law, and shall not
physically deliver ballots to residents of facilities in person for
primaries, general or special elections held in 2021, and boards of
el ections, in the same manner as absentee ballots are delivered to other
absentee voters pursuant to title 4 of article 8 of the election |aw,
shall instead mmil or deliver absentee ballots to voters residing in
such facilities; and individuals other than those enpl oyed by the board
of elections may assist residents of nursing honmes or adult care facili-
ties in conpleting absentee ballot applications and voting by absentee
bal | ot .

(d) Al boards of elections shall take all steps possible to count
ballots as soon as possible, including review ng absentee or mlitary
bal | ot envel opes prior to election day to ensure efficient and tinmely
canvassing of ballots, including establishing objections by the candi-
dates or the board to ballot envelopes prior to election day, any
reporting of affidavit ballots by the boards of elections to the state
board to conpare agai nst absentee ballots or in person votes in other
counties nmust be conpleted 48 hours after the close of the polls on
el ection day.

(e) The state board of elections shall develop a uniformenvel ope for
absentee ballots for use by |local boards of elections by March 1, 2021.
Such envel ope shall establish where a voter nust sign that envelope to
be valid. Al boards of elections nmust use such uniform envel ope for
absentee ball ots devel oped by the state board of el ections.

(f) Al boards of elections shall send an informational mailing to
every registered voter by a date set by the state board of el ections
containing the follow ng information:
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(1) The dates, hours, and |l ocations for early voting in such voter's
county, including the early voting location for which the voter is
assigned, if applicable.

(2) Information regarding how to apply for an absentee ballot, includ-
ing the opportunity to apply online or by phone, and including the dead-
line for requesting an absentee ball ot.

(3) Information regarding the date and hours for the June primary and
Novenber el ection and the voter's election day polling place |ocation.

(4) Information regarding how the voter can | ook up their registration
st at us.

(5) An explicit rem nder or conmunication of the opportunities to vote
prior to election day, including application for an absentee ballot and
early voting options.

(6) Expected mmil tines, if a voter chooses to request an absentee
bal | ot .

(g) Al boards of elections nmust submit staffing plans and any staff-
ing needs for early voting and election day poll site operations, as
well as post-election canvass of results, to the state board of
elections no later than April 1, 2021 to provide adequate tine for the
state board of elections to assist as feasible.

(h) (1) Al early voting sites shall remain open until 9:00 pmon each
day that they are open.

(2) The nunber of early voting sites shall be a minimum of one site
for 50,000 voters in the county eligible to vote in the relevant prim-
ry, general or special election and there shall be at |east one early
voting site in each town or city for each 50,000 voters or part thereof
eligible to vote in the relevant prinmary, general or special election.

(i) Section 16-108 of the election law is nodified to permt any
justice of the Supreme Court appointed to hear election matters on the
day of any primary, general, village or special election in the year
2021 to hear and determne such nmatters by electronic participation
t hrough use of tel ephone conference, video conference, and/or other
simlar service, in whole or in part and shall not be required to be
physically at a board of elections or other voting location so long as
all necessary parties are represented by counsel in such proceeding.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire January
31, 2022, when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.



