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STATE OF NEW YORK

4532

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2021

Introduced by M of A COOK, GRIFFIN, ABINANTI, SEAWRI GHT, JEAN- Pl ERRE
CRUZ -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A GOITTFRIED, J. RIVERA -- read
once and referred to the Conmittee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to establish senior citizen alcoholismtreatnent and training
denpnstrati on prograns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |atest New York State census iden-
tifies twelve and three-tenths percent of the state's residents as age
sixty-five or older. The New York state office of alcoholismand
subst ance abuse services has identified chem cal abuse and dependence
anong the elder population as a serious and growi ng problem This can
result fromisolation, depression or the interaction of prescribed
drugs. Too nany professionals: doctors, nurses, pharmacists and soci al
workers are unfamliar with the science of gerontology and the special
physi ol ogi cal and psychol ogi cal needs of the elderly. In addition, many
comuni ty-based prograns and facilities, nursing homes and senior <citi-
zen centers are not aware of the incidence of chenical abuse and depend-
ence anong the elderly and do not have the expertise to recognize their
clients' problens, resulting in a barrier to prevention, detection and
treat ment.

It is, therefore, the intention of the legislature to elimnate barri -
ers to effective chenical abuse and dependence services through this act
by establishing chemical abuse prevention, education and treatnent
denonstration prograns for senior citizens in the office of addiction
servi ces and supports.

8§ 2. The conmi ssioner of addiction services and supports in consulta-
tion with the director of the office for the aging shall devel op conpre-
hensi ve chem cal abuse prevention, education and treatmnment denonstration
prograns to address the uni que needs of the elderly.
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8 3. Subject to appropriation, funds for support of denonstration
projects for the purposes stated in section two of this act shall be
allocated to eligible local governments and not-for-profit providers
through a request for proposal process to be designed by the office of
al cohol i sm and substance abuse services in consultation with the office
for the aging.

8 4. In reviewing applications for funding, the comni ssioner of
addi ction services and supports shall consider such factors as program
cost-effectiveness; the ability of such proposals to offer progranmat-
ically appropriate, long-term stable services; and the ability of such
proposals to enable elderly persons to receive chemcal abuse and
dependence services; and geographi c need. While incidence and preval ence
shall be significant factors in the distribution of funds, denpnstration
projects approved pursuant to this act shall be established in regions
across the state.

8 5. No expenditure shall be made until the conm ssioner of addiction
services and supports has approved a program and fiscal plan for chem -
cal abuse and dependence prevention, education and treatnent denon-

stration projects. Such plan shall include, but not be limted to, the
fol | owi ng:

i. Specific criteriato be applied in evaluating the requests for
proposal ;

ii. Uniform program and cost standards;

iii. Criteria to be used to evaluate the outconme of the denonstration
projects, including specific requirenents to be nmet by providers of
servi ce.

8 6. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



