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STATE OF NEW YORK

446

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

(Prefiled)
January 6, 2021

Introduced by M of A ROXZIC -- read once and referred to the Committee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to decreasing contribution
limtations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdi vision 1 of section 14-114 of the election |aw, as
anended by chapter 79 of the |aws of 1992, paragraphs a and b as anended
by chapter 659 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as follows:

1. The following limtations apply to all contributions to candi dates
for election to any public office or for nomnation for any such office,
or for election to any party positions, and to all contributions to
political commttees working directly or indirectly with any candidate
to aid or participate in such candidate's nonination or election, other
than any contributions to any party conmittee or constituted comittee:

a. In any election for a public office to be voted on by the voters of
the entire state, or for nomnation to any such office, no contributor
may neke a contribution to any candidate or political cormittee, and no
candi date or political committee may accept any contribution from any
contributor, which is in the aggregate anount greater than: (i) in the
case of any nomination to public office, the product of the total nunber
of enrolled voters in the candidate's party in the state, excluding
voters in inactive status, nultiplied by $.005, but such anount shall be
not [+ess—thanfow—thousand—dellars—ner] nore than [twelwe] two thou-
sand eight hundred dollars as increased or decreased by the cost of
l'iving adjustnment described in paragraph ¢ of this subdivision, and (ii)
in the case of any election to a public office, [#wenty—five] not nore
than two thousand eight hundred dollars as increased or decreased by the
cost of living adjustnment described in paragraph ¢ of this subdivision[+

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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b. I'n any other election for party p03|t|on or for electlon to a
public office or for nomnation for any such office, no contributor may
make a contribution to any candidate or political comrittee and no
candidate or political comittee nay accept any contribution from any
contributor, which is in the aggregate anmount greater than: (i) in the
case of any election for party position, or for nomnation to public
office, the product of the total nunber of enrolled voters in the candi-
date's party in the district in which he is a candidate, excluding
voters in inactive status, multiplied by $.05, and (ii) in the case of
any election for a public office, the product of the total nunber of
registered voters in the district, excluding voters in inactive status,
multiplied by $.05[+~]; but in no event shall any such nmaxi num exceed two
t housand eight hundred dollars or be |less than one thousand dollars as
increased or decreased by the cost of living adjustnment described in
paragraph c of this subdivision; however in the case of a nonmination or
election within the city of New York for the office of mayor, public
advocate [e+] . conptroller, borough president or nenber of the city

counC|I such anmount shall be [ret—tess—thanfouw—thousand—doellars—nor

] equal to the contrlbutlon I|n1ts set
forth in paragraph (f) of subdivision one of section 3-703 of the adm n-
istrative code of the city of New York; provided however in the case of
a nomnation or election for state senator, such ambunt shall be [feu+]
not nore than two thousand eight hundred dollars as increased or
decreased by the cost of living adjustnment described in paragraph c of
thls subd|V|S|on [ FAthe case of anelection for state sepnator—six

the case of [an—eLeeL+en—9#] a nonlnatlon or electlon for a nenber of
the assenbly, [twenty—five—hundred] not nore than two thousand ei ght

hundred dollars as increased or decreased by the cost of living adjust-
ment descri bed ip paragraph c of this subd|V|S|on[——ba%—+ﬁ—ne—e¥eﬂ%
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C. At t he beglnnrng of each [Leu#;h] second calendar year connenclno
i n [ p-peteen—hunded—pi-hety-fve] two thousand twenty-two, the state

board shall determi ne the percentage of the difference between the nost
recent avail able nmonthly consumer price index for all urban consuners
published by the United States bureau of |abor statistics and such
consumer price index published for the sane nonth [few] t(wo years
previously. The anmount of each contribution Iinmit fixed in this subdivi-
sion shall be adjusted by the anount of such percentage difference to
the cl osest one hundred dollars by the state board which, not later than
the first day of February in each such year, shall issue a regulation
publ i shing the anbunt of each such contribution limt. Each contribution
limt as so adjusted shall be the contribution Iimt in effect for any
el ection held before the next such adjustnent.

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 14-114 of the election |law, as anended
by section 3 of part ZZzZ of chapter 58 of the laws of 2020, is anmended
to read as follows:

1. The following limtations apply to all contributions to candi dates
for election to any public office or for nomnation for any such office,
or for election to any party positions, and to all contributions to
political conmttees working directly or indirectly with any candidate
to aid or participate in such candidate's nonination or election, other
than any contributions to any party conmittee or constituted comittee:

a. In any election for a public office to be voted on by the voters of
the entire state, or for nomnation to any such office, no contributor
may nake a contribution to any candidate or political commttee, partic-
ipating in the state's public canpaign financing system pursuant to
title two of this article and no such candidate or political commttee
may accept any contribution fromany contributor, which is in the aggre-
gate anount greater than eighteen thousand dollars di vi ded equal | y anpng

the pr|nary and general electron in an electlon cycle[——p#e¥+ded—heme¥-

b. In any other election for party position or for election to a
public office or for nonmi nation for any such office, no contributor may
make a contribution to any candidate or political conmittee participat-
ing in the state's public canpaign financing system pursuant to title
two of this article and no such candidate or political commttee may
accept any contribution fromany contributor, which is in the aggregate
anount greater than election for party position, or for nom nation to
public office, the product of the total number of enrolled voters in the
candidate's party in the district in which he is a candidate, excluding
voters in inactive status, multiplied by $.05, and (ii) in the case of
any election for a public office, the product of the total nunber of
registered voters in the district, excluding voters in inactive status,
multiplied by $.05[~]; but in no event shall any such nmaxi num exceed two
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thousand ei ght hundred dollars or be less than one thousand dollars as
increased or decreased by the cost of living adjustnent described in
paragraph e of this subdivision; however in the case of a nom nation or
election within the city of New York for the office of mayor, public
advocate [e+], conptroller, borough president or nenber of the city

counC|I such anount shal | be [pottessthan four thousand dollars nor

" : qua
to the contrlbutlon I|n1ts set forth in oaraqraoh (f) of subd|V|S|on one

of section 3-703 of the administrative code of the city of New York; [##&

paragraph—ecof this subdivision] DrOV|ded homever tn the caee ot a

nom nation or election for state senator, ten thousand dollars, divided
equal |y anong the prinmary and general eIection in an election cycle; in
the case of an election or nomination for a nenber of the assenbly, six
t housand dol | ars, divided equally anong the prinmary and general election

in an eIectlon cycle[——p;e¥+ded—heMe¥e#——Lha#—#he—na*+nun+—aneHnt——uh+eh

c. In any electlon for a publlc offlce to be voted on by the voters of
the entire state, or for nom nation to any such office, no contributor
may nake a contribution to any candidate or political committee in
connection with a candidate who is not a participating candidate as
defined in subdivision fourteen of section 14-200-a of this article, and
no such candidate or political conmittee nay accept any contribution
from any contributor, which is in the aggregate anobunt greater than
ei ghteen thousand dol I ars, divided equally anmong the primary and genera
electlon |n an el ection cycle[ ;

d. In any nom nation or eIectlon of a candidate who is not a partic-
i pating candidate for state senator, ten thousand dollars, divided
equally anong the prinmary and general election in an election cycle; in
the case of an election or nom nation for a nenber of the assenbly, six
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t housand dol | ars, divided equally anong the primary and general election
in an el ection cycle.

e. (1) At the beginning of each [fewth] second cal endar year
comenci ng i n [ preteen—hundred—nihety-fve] two thousand twenty-two,
the state board shall deternine the percentage of the difference between
the nmost recent available nmonthly consurmer price index for all urban
consumers published by the United States bureau of |abor statistics and
such consumer price index published for the same nonth [few+] two years
previously. The anmount of each contribution Iimt fixed in this subdivi-
sion shall be adjusted by the anbunt of such percentage difference to
the cl osest one hundred dollars by the state board which, not later than
the first day of February in each such year, shall issue a regulation
publ i shing the anbunt of each such contribution limt. Each contribution
limt as so adjusted shall be the contribution linmt in effect for any
el ection held before the next such adjustnent.

(2) Provided, however, that such adjustnents shall not occur for
candi dat es seeking statewi de office, or the position of state senator or
menber of the assenbly, whether such candi date does or does not partic-
ipate in the public finance program established pursuant to title two of
this article.

f. Notwithstanding any other contribution limt in this section,
participating candi dates as defined in subdivision fourteen of section
14-200-a of this article may contribute, out of their own noney, three
times the applicable contribution limt to their own authorized commt-
t ee.

8 3. Subdivision 10 of section 14-114 of the election | aw, as added by
chapter 79 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

10. a. No contributor may make a contribution to a party or consti-
tuted committee and no such comittee nay accept a contribution from any
contributor which, in the aggregate, is greater than [siody—tws] twen-
ty-five thousand [#H—ve—-hurdred] dollars per annum

b. At the beginning of each [fewth] second cal endar year, commencing
i n [ preteen—hundred—pinpety—five] two thousand twenty-two, the state
board shall deternmine the percentage of the difference between the nost
recent available nmonthly consunmer price index for all wurban consuners
published by the United States bureau of |abor statistics and such
consumer price index published for the sane nonth [fewr] two years
previously. The anount of such contribution [imt fixed in paragraph a
of this subdivision shall be adjusted by the ambunt of such percentage
difference to the closest one hundred dollars by the state board which

not |ater than the first day of February in each such year, shall issue
a regulation publishing the amunt of such contribution limt. Such
contribution [imt as so adjusted shall be the contribution limt in

effect for any election held before the next such adjustnent.

8 4. Subdivision 3 of section 14-124 of the election | aw, as anmended
by section 1 of part B of chapter 286 of the laws of 2016, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

3. The contribution and receipt Iimts of this article shall not apply
to noni es received and expenditures nmade by a party conmttee or consti-
tuted committee to nmaintain a permanent headquarters and staff and carry
on ordinary activities which are not for the express purpose of pronot-
ing the candidacy of specific candidates; provided that such nonies
described in this subdivision shall be deposited in a segregated
account. Contributions nade for such activities to a party committee or
constituted commttee shall be linmted to twenty-five thousand dollars
in the aggregate fromeach contributor in each year
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8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw, provided, however, that section two of this
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the sane nanner as section
3 of part ZZZ of chapter 58 of the laws of 2020, takes effect; provided,
further, that contributions legally received prior to the effective date
of this act may be retai ned and expended for |awful purposes and shal
not provide the basis for a violation of article 14 of the election |aw,
as anended by this act; and provided, further, that the state board of
elections shall notify all candidates and political conmttees of the
applicable provisions of this act within thirty days after this act
shal | have becone a | aw



