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        AN  ACT  to  amend  the  environmental  conservation law, in relation to
          accountability and special disclosure in state authorized or  assisted
          county,  town  or village acquisition of land for open space, environ-
          mental and/or historic preservation

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  Legislative  declaration.  Through authorizations to tax,
     2  incur debt, and appropriation of state funds for the  purposes  of  open
     3  space  acquisition,  the  state has facilitated the ability of counties,
     4  towns and villages to finance open space acquisition.   The  process  of
     5  open  space acquisition is complex and susceptible to questions of fair-
     6  ness and appropriateness in instances of particular public land acquisi-
     7  tions. Therefore, the legislature declares its intention to  provide  in
     8  this act for accountability and special disclosure for open space acqui-
     9  sition transactions authorized or assisted by the state.
    10    §  2.  The  environmental  conservation law is amended by adding a new
    11  section 49-0212 to read as follows:
    12  § 49-0212. Accountability and special  disclosure  in  county,  town  or
    13                village open space transactions.
    14    1.  The  county  executive,  town supervisor, mayor or chief executive
    15  officer of any county, town or village which purchases  an  interest  in
    16  land for open space, environmental and/or historic preservation purposes
    17  or  park  purposes shall sign a finding (hereinafter referred to in this
    18  section as the "finding") as provided for in this section for each  such
    19  transaction  in which the respective county, town or village is a party.
    20  Such finding shall include, but not be limited to, the following:
    21    a. that the land or easement acquired  is  suitable  for  open  space,
    22  environmental  and/or historic preservation purposes and consistent with
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     1  the county's, town's or village's open space, environmental and historic
     2  preservation preservation policy and public need;
     3    b.  that  the land acquisition process was complete and fair including
     4  the use of an independent  professional  appraiser  in  determining  the
     5  value  of  the  land  or easement, or, where an independent professional
     6  appraiser was not used, the reason therefor;
     7    c. that in the case of a purchase, where the  purchase  price  exceeds
     8  the  appraised  value  as determined by the appraisal, why such purchase
     9  price is in the public interest; and
    10    d. that all county, town or village laws and procedures regarding land
    11  acquisitions have been fully followed and documented, including a log of
    12  all conversations relating to the transaction and all information on the
    13  county's, town's or village's acquisition are available to the public.
    14    Such finding shall be signed and filed  with  the  appropriate  county
    15  clerk,  town  clerk or village clerk not later than seven days after the
    16  acquisition transaction shall have been deemed to be complete.
    17    2. In addition to the other provisions for maintenance and availabili-
    18  ty of public records and upon completion of an open space land or  ease-
    19  ment  transaction covered by the provisions of this section, a file with
    20  all records  and  information  relating  to  the  transaction  including
    21  appraisals,  notes,  internal  memoranda  and  all  other correspondence
    22  relating thereto shall be readily available for public inspection at the
    23  appropriate county, town or village clerk's office  for  not  less  than
    24  ninety days following the completion of the transaction.
    25    3.  The  appropriate  county  clerk, town clerk or village clerk shall
    26  publish in the newspaper of record for the respective  county,  town  or
    27  village  a  notice  of each acquisition transaction within seven days of
    28  the filing of the finding. Such notice shall state that information  and
    29  records on such transaction are available to the public at the office of
    30  the respective county clerk, town clerk or village clerk.
    31    §  3.  This  act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
    32  have become a law.


