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STATE OF NEW YORK

4156

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 1, 2021

Introduced by M of A COLTON, SAYEGH, BARRON, REILLY, DeSTEFANO, MDO
NOUGH, COOK, TAYLOR -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A WALSH -- read
once and referred to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring the board of
education to ensure that every public elenentary and secondary schoo
install at |east one enmergency alarmfor use in non-fire school secu-
rity emergencies, and requiring emergency drills and training for
public and private schools, colleges and universities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "school energency preparedness act".

§ 2. The education |law is anmended by adding a new section 409-m to
read as foll ows:

8§ 409-m Installation of energency alarns in public schools. 1. For
the purposes of this section, "enmergency alarm shall nean a silent
security system signal generated by the manual activation of a device
intended to signal a life-threatening or energency situation requiring a
response fromlaw enforcenent.

2. Upon an appropriation by the state to fulfill the requirenents of
this section, it shall be the duty of the board of education, trustees,
principal or other person in charge of any public elenentary and second-
ary school within the state to install at |east one energency alarm for
use in_a non-fire school security enmergency. The alarmshall be inter-
connected to a designated |local |aw enforcenent agency, so that upon
activation of such alarm a signal or nessage shall be automatically
transnmitted to the designated local |aw enforcenent agency.

3. Every school authority and the governing body that possesses juris-
diction for each local |law enforcenment agency is hereby authorized, by
agr eenent between such parties, to apportion the costs of installing and
nai nt ai ni ng any such interconnection. Costs for installing and maintain-
ing alarm interconnection between schools and |ocal |aw enforcenent
agencies are hereby deened appropriate expenditures to be paid from the
funds of such school authorities and governing bodies.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, nmatter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted.
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§ 3. The education law is amended by adding a new section 817 to read
as foll ows:

8 817. Enmergency drills. 1. (a) It shall be the duty of the principa
or official in charge of every public or private school or educationa
institution within the state, other than colleges or universities, to
instruct and to train the students by neans of energency drills, so that
such students may, in the event of a non-fire school security energency
situation, be prepared to |eave the school building or gather in a pre-
determi ned safe area of the building in the shortest possible tine and
wi t hout confusion or panic.

(b) Such energency drills or rapid disnissals shall be held at | east
two tines in each school vyear. At |east one of such drills shall be held
bet ween Septenber first and Decenber first of each such year.

(c) In the course of at least one of such drills, students shall be
instructed on the procedure to be followed in the event that a non-fire
school security enmergency situation occurs during the lunch period;
provided, however, that such additional instruction may be waived where
a drill is held during the regular school [unch period.

(d) At lease one additional drill shall be held in each school vyear
during the hours after sunset and before sunrise., in school buildings in
whi ch students are provided with sl eeping accommbdati ons.

(e) At |least one additional drill shall be held during the first week
of summer school in buildings where sumer school classes are conduct ed.

2. In the case of after-school progranms, events or performances which
are conducted within a school building and which include persons who do
not reqularly attend classes in such school building, the principal or
official in charge of the building shall require the teacher or person
in charge of such after-school program event or performance to notify
persons in attendance at the beginning of each such program event or
performance, of the procedures to be followed in the event of an ener-
gency so that they may be prepared to leave the building or gather in a
pre-deterni ned safe area of the building in a tinely, orderly nmanner

3. It shall be the duty of the board of education or school board or
other body having control of the schools in any district or city to
cause a copy of this section to be printed in the nmnual or handbook
prepared for the guidance of teachers. where such nmanual or handbook is
in use or may hereafter conme into use.

4. (a) It shall be the duty of the official in charge of every public
or private college or university within the state, to instruct and train
the students by neans of energency drills, so that they may in the event
of a non-fire school security enmergency situation, be prepared to | eave
the college or university building or gather in a pre-determned safe
area of the building in the shortest possible tinme and w thout confusion

or _panic.
(b) Such energency drills or rapid dismi ssals shall be held at |east
two tines in each vear. At |least one of such drills shall be held

bet ween Septenber first and Decenber first of each such year.

(c) At least one of such drills shall be held during the first week of
a_ summer session in_ the buildings where sumrer session classes are
conduct ed.

(d) At [east one additional drill shall be held in each vyear, during
the hours after sunset and before sunrise, in college or university
buildings in which students are provided with sl eeping accommpdati ons.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.




