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STATE OF NEW YORK

2659

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 19, 2021

Introduced by M of A FALL -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Educati on

AN ACT establishing a New York state school transition reopening and
redesign task force during a national or state pandenic or state of
energency; and providing for the repeal of such provisions wupon the
expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. New York state school transition reopening and redesign
taskforce. The New York state school transition reopening and redesign
taskforce is hereby established to study and make recomrendations
concerning the reopening of New York schools during the novel coronavi -
rus (COVID 19) state disaster energency, as declared pursuant to execu-
tive order number 202 of 2020.

§ 2. Such task force shall be conprised of school adm nistrators,
teachers and agency conmi ssioners or deputy conmm ssioners and consi st of
twel ve nmenbers appointed as foll ows:

(a) two nmenbers shall be appointed by the governor; one of these
menbers shall serve as chair of the task force; and the other nenber
shal |l serve as vice chair of the task force

(b) one nenber shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(c) one nenber shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(d) two nenbers shall be appointed by the New York State Board of
Regent s;

(e) two nmenbers shall be appointed by the Conmi ssioner of the New York
State Educati on Department;

(f) two nenbers shall be appointed by the Conm ssioner of the New York
State Department of Health;

(g) one nenber shall be appointed by the Conm ssioner of the New York
State O fice of Mental Health; and
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(h) one nenber shall be appointed by the Conm ssioner of the Depart-
ment of Taxation and Fi nance.

8 3. Al appointnments shall be made no later than the thirtieth day
after the effective date of this section. Vacancies in the nenbership of
the task force shall be filled in the sane manner provided for by the
original appointnents. The task force shall organize as soon as practi -
cable follow ng the appointnent of its nenbers. The chair shall appoint
a secretary who shall not be a nenber of the task force. The nmenbers of
the task force shall receive no conmpensation for their services.

8 4. (a) The task force shall study, evaluate and devel op reconmenda-
tions relating to specific actionable neasures that address the follow
i ng areas:

(i) the neasures necessary to successfully inplenent a safe return to
school for students, faculty and admnistration in accordance wth
gui del i nes promul gated by the Centers for Disease Control;

(ii) safe transportation of students to and from school ;

(iii) the enotional and social conmponents of education provided at a
school 's physical facility, through renote |earning or a conbination of
bot h;

(iv) the inpact of state and federal funding on school resources;

(v) the inpact on a school district's ability to provide students with
nmeal s at a school's physical facility or during remote |earning; and

(vi) any other issue the task force deens rel evant.

(b) The task force shall designate four regional conmttees to operate
t hroughout the state. One such comrittee shall be |ocated in and focus
on the city of New York. Each conmittee shall consist of six menbers
selected by the task force chair fromlocal school adm nistrators,
teachers, certified school social workers and PTA presidents.

8 5. The task force shall be entitled to request and receive, and
shall utilize such facilities, resources and data of any court, depart-
ment, division, board, bureau, conmi ssion or agency of the state or any
political subdivision thereof as it nmay reasonably request to properly
carry out its powers and duti es.

8 6. In carrying out its functions, the task force is authorized to
conduct public hearings around the state to foster discussions in
accordance with article seven of the public officers law, and forna
public hearings to solicit input and recomendati ons from statew de and
regi onal stakehol der interests.

8§ 7. The task force shall report its findings and recomendations to
the governor, the speaker of the assenbly, the mnority | eader of the
assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate and the minority |eader
of the senate three nonths after the effective date of this act.

8 8. This act shall take effect inmmediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed sixty days after the task force delivers the report
described in section seven of this act to the governor, the speaker of
the assenbly, the minority | eader of the assenbly, the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate and the mnority | eader of the senate.



