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| N ASSEMBLY

April 29, 2022

Introduced by M of A DARLING -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Children and Fanmlies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to the foster care
block grant and salary enhancenents for direct care workers; and
maki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature finds that the
COVI D- 19 pandeni ¢ has had a profound inpact on the child welfare work-
force within the foster care system Direct care workers have conti nued
to cone to work every day throughout the pandenmic, care for our nost
vul nerable children, and are part of our essential workforce. Wile
ot her essential workers have been recogni zed or provided enhanced sal ary
paynents, direct care workers in the child welfare system have not.
Mor eover, the agencies that enploy the child wel fare workforce have been
historically wunderfunded and as a result the conpensation provided to
wor kers does not provide a |living wage.

Therefore, the | egislature proposes salaries for direct care workers
be increased starting with the 2022-2023 rate year and continued for the
following two vyears. This investnment will help stabilize the current
turnover and vacancy rates within the direct care workforce which wll
have a positive and beneficial inpact on children in the foster care
system

8§ 2. Section 398-a of the social services |law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 2-d to read as foll ows:

(2-d) Payments nmade directly by social services districts to voluntary
foster care agencies to increase the salaries during each of the two
thousand twenty-two--two thousand twenty-three, two thousand twenty-
three--two thousand twenty-four and two thousand twenty-four--two thou-
sand twenty-five rate years, shall be supported by increased funding
avail able through the foster care block grant.

8 3. The sumof seventeen million dollars ($17,000,000), or so nuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated fromany noneys in
the state treasury in the general fund to the credit of the state

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
LBD15499-01- 2



OO~ WNPE

A. 10104 2

pur poses account not otherw se appropriated to the state i nsurance fund
for reinbursements under the foster care block grant to support
increases in salaries for direct care staff, caseworkers and case plan-
ners, as well as the salaries of such workers' supervisors, working in
foster care prograns.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



