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STATE OF NEW YORK

10001--A

| N ASSEMBLY

April 29, 2022

Introduced by M of A CUNNINGHAM -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Environmental Conservation -- conmttee discharged, bil
anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT in relation to directing the departnment of environnental conser-
vation in conjunction with the environnental justice interagency coor-
dinating council and the climate justice working group to conduct a
study on the inpacts of urban island effect on di sadvantaged comuni -
ties

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The departnent of environnmental conservation, in consulta-
tion with the environnental justice interagency coordi nating council and
the climate justice working group, shall conduct a study on the inpacts
of the urban heat island effect on disadvantaged communities. The study
shall at a mnimm identify urban disadvantaged comunities with
concentrations of heat islands, include recomendations on howto iden-
tify, prevent and address adverse health and environmental inpacts from
urban heat island effects, and include existing or reconmended funding
avail abl e to address such inpacts.

8§ 2. For the purposes of this study:

(a) "Disadvantaged comrunities" shall nmean communities that are iden-
tified pursuant to section 75-0111 of the environnental conservation
| aw.

(b) "Urban heat island effect” neans the phenonmenon when pavenent and
other infrastructure absorbs and stores large quantities of solar radi-
ation during the day and releases it during the nighttine, |leading to an
increase in the surface tenperatures of the i mediate area

(c) "Heat islands" nmeans wurbanized areas that experience higher
tenperatures than outlying areas due to structures such as buildings,
roads, and other infrastructure absorbing and reemtting the sun's heat
more than natural |andscapes such as forests and water bodies. Urban
areas, where these structures are highly concentrated and greenery is
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limted, beconme "islands" of higher tenperatures relative to outlying
ar eas.

8 3. The departnent of environnental conservation shall deliver to the
governor, the legislature, and post on its public website, a report of
its findings no later than eighteen nonths after the effective date of
this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



