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STATE OF NEW YORK

8648

| N SENATE

July 1, 2020

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the judiciary law, in relation to tenporarily suspendi ng
the two-fail qualification for practice of law prior to passing the
bar examfor |aw graduates representing indigent clients; and provid-
ing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 478 of the judiciary |aw, as anended by chapter 22
of the laws of 2013, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 478. Practicing or appearing as attorney-at-l|aw wi thout being admt-
ted and registered. It shall be unlawful for any natural person to prac-
tice or appear as an attorney-at-law or as an attorney and counsel or-at-
| aw for a person other than hinself or herself in a court of record in
this state, or to furnish attorneys or counsel or an attorney and coun-
sel to render legal services, or to hold hinself or herself out to the
public as being entitled to practice |aw as aforesaid, or in any other
manner, or to assume to be an attorney or counselor-at-law, or to
assunme, use, or advertise the title of |awer, or attorney and counse-
lor-at-law, or attorney-at-law or counselor-at-law, or attorney, or
counselor, or attorney and counselor, or equivalent terns in any
| anguage, in such manner as to convey the inpression that he or she is a
| egal practitioner of law or in any manner to advertise that he or she
either alone or together wth any other persons or person has, owns,
conducts or nmaintains a law office or law and collection office, or
office of any kind for the practice of law, wi thout having first been
duly and regularly licensed and adnitted to practice lawin the courts
of record of this state, and w thout having taken the constitutiona
oath. Provided, however, that nothing in this section shall be held to
apply (1) to officers of societies for the prevention of cruelty to
ani mal s, duly appoi nted, when exercising the special powers conferred
upon such corporations under section fourteen hundred three of the not-
for-profit corporation law, or (2) to |aw students who have conpl eted at
| east two senesters of |aw school or persons who have graduated from a
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|l aw school, who have taken the exami nation for admttance to practice
law in the courts of record in the state inmediately available after
graduation from law school, or the exam nation imrediately avail able

after being notified by the board of |aw exam ners that they failed to
pass said exam [ , e—hRg = a¥2 A
exampers—that—they have falled to passtwo such examratioens| or who
have taken and failed to pass such examone or nore tines, acting under
the supervision of a legal aid organization when such students and
persons are acting under a program approved by the appell ate division of
the suprene court of the departnent in which the principal office of
such organization is |located and specifying the extent to which such
students and persons nmay engage in activities otherwise prohibited by
this statute; or (3) to |aw students who have conpleted at |east two
senesters of |aw school, or to persons who have graduated from a |[|aw
school approved pursuant to the rules of the court of appeals for the
adm ssion of attorneys and counselors-at-law and who have taken the
exam nation for admission to practice as an attorney and counsel or-at -
| aw i medi atel y avail abl e after graduation froml|aw school or the exam
ination imediately available after being notified by the board of |aw
exam ners that they failed to pass said exam and who have not been
notified by the board of | aw exam ners that they have failed to pass two
such exaninations, when such students or persons are acting under the
supervi sion of the state or a subdivision thereof or of any officer or
agency of the state or a subdivision thereof, pursuant to a program
approved by the appellate division of the suprene court of the depart-
ment within which such activities are taking place and specifying the
extent to which they nmay engage in activities otherwise prohibited by
this statute and those powers of the supervising governnental entity or
of ficer in connection with which they may engage in such activities; or
(4) an attorney and counselor-at-law or the equivalent who is admtted
to the bar in another state, territory, district or foreign country and
who has been admtted to practice pro hac vice in the state of New York
within the limtations prescribed in the rules of the court of appeals;
or (5) an attorney licensed as a | egal consultant under rul es adopted by
the court of appeals pursuant to subdivision six of section fifty-three
of this chapter and rendering |l egal services in the state within linita-
tions prescribed in such rules.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire upon the
expiration of the declared state of energency relating to the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19), when upon such date the provisions of this act
shall be deened repeal ed; provided, that the conmm ssioner of education
shall notify the legislative bill drafting comrission upon the occur-
rence of the expiration of the state disaster energency decl ared by
executive order nunmber 202 and any further amendnents or nodifications,
and as mmy be further extended pursuant to section 28 of the executive
law, in order that the conmission may nmaintain an accurate and tinely
effective data base of the official text of the laws of the state of New
York in furtherance of effectuating the provisions of section 44 of the
| egislative | aw and section 70-b of the public officers | aw




