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STATE OF NEW YORK

3962

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 21, 2019

Introduced by Sen. SALAZAR -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to hospital domestic
vi ol ence policies and procedures

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new section
2805-z to read as foll ows:

8 2805-z. Hospital donestic violence policies and procedures. 1
Every general hospital shall: (a) develop, maintain and disseninate
witten policies and procedures for the identification, assessnent,
treatnment and referral of confirned or suspected cases of donestic
violence; (b) establish, and inplenent on an ongoing basis, a training
programfor all current and new enployees regarding the policies and
procedures established pursuant to this section; (c) designate a staff
nenber to coordinate services to victins of donestic violence; and (d)
contact the donestic violence or victimassistance organi zati on provid-
ing victimassistance to the geographic area served by such hospital to
establish the coordination of services to donestic violence victins.

2. Upon adnmittance or commencenent of treatnent of a confirnmed or

suspected donestic violence victim such hospital shall advise the
victim of the availability of the services of a battered wonen's or
victim assi stance organi zati on. If after receiving such advice the

donestic violence victimw shes the presence of a donmestic violence or
victim assi stance advocate, such hospital shall contact the appropriate
organi zation and request that one be provided.

3. The conm ssioner shall pronulgate such rules and requlations as may
be necessary and proper to carry out effectively the provisions of this
section. Prior to pronmulgating such rules and requlations, the comms-
sioner shall consult wth the office for the prevention of donestic
viol ence and other such persons as the conmi ssioner deens necessary.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately,
the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any rules or regul ations neces-
sary for the inplenmentation of the foregoing section of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



