Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 849
BY: M of A Bl ake

COVMEMORATI NG  the 63rd  Anniversary of the
| ndependence of Chana

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 63rd Anniversary of the |Independence of Ghana; and

WHEREAS, Anerica is home to hundreds of thousands of peopl e of
CGhanai an heritage, including those who were born on this soil, those
whose famly emgrated here for econom c opportunity and those who have
recently traced their roots to ancestors taken from Ghana as part of the
Transatl antic slave trade; and

WHEREAS, The United States and CGhana share a long history wth Kwane
Nkrumah, Ghana's first President, who studied at several Anerican
universities, working alongside Cvil R ghts |eaders before becom ng
President of the first sub-Saharan African country to gain independence
from col oni zati on on March 6, 1957; and

WHEREAS, Today, the relationship between the tw countries has
deepened with the nost recent successful execution of Ghana's "Year of
Return” celebration which occurred in Decenber of 2019; this w dely
publicized celebratory event comenorated 400 years of the first
enslaved Africans arriving in Janmestown, Virginia, who hailed from
Ghana' s shores; and

VWHEREAS, Extraordinarily, nore than one billion dollars was poured
into the country during last year's celebration as a result of the nass
mgration of African Anmericans, fellow Africans, Car i bbean, and

Afro-Latinos who visited the country to celebrate this historic nonent;
and

VWHEREAS, The Bronx, New York is home to the largest community of
Ghanai ans conpared to any other state in the U S.; the Gty of New York
is host to many busi nesses run by Chanai an entrepreneurs, investors, and
creatives; and

VWHEREAS, Chanai ans have al so denonstrated their civic and political
engagenent by running for office, holding key governnent positions, and
becom ng active voices within their unions; and

VWHEREAS, Chana is anong the top five African countries wth a
fast-grow ng I mm gr ant popul ation I n t he Uni ted St at es;
Ghanai an- Anericans are an inportant fabric in the tapestry of Anerica
and in all parts of this great State; and



WHEREAS, The culture is difficult to ignore with its rich food, the
iconic Kente cloth, storytelling, inventions, architecture and its
dom nance on the nusic scene; and

VWHEREAS, The 63rd Anniversary of Ghana's |ndependence provides an
opportunity to recogni ze the significance of their contributions to the
quality and character of life, and, through events and activities, for
all people to gain a greater appreciation of Chanaian history and
traditions, and of the role Chanai ans have played, and will continue to
pl ay, in our society; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity
to recognize such events of significance which foster ethnic pride and
exenplify the cultural diversity that represents and strengthens the
fabric of the people and the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 63rd Anniversary of the |Independence of Ghana.



