Assenbly Resol ution No. 762
BY: M of A. Santabarbara

CELEBRATING the [life and acconplishnents of Kirk
Dougl as, Hol | ywood icon, noted philanthropist, and
devoted fam |y man

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor the
menory of cherished citizens of the State of New York who distinguished
thenmselves in their profession and whose talent, wit, charm intellect
and uni que personality perneated all they did; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Kirk Douglas who died at his
hone in Beverly Hills, California, on Wdnesday, February 5, 2020, at
t he age of 103; and

WHEREAS, Kirk Douglas' excellence as an actor and director truly
transcended the nediuns of filmand theater; and

WHEREAS, Three-tinme Acadeny Award nom nee, and honorary GOscar
award-wi nning actor Kirk Douglas, perhaps best known for his tough guy
role in "Spartacus," was born Issur Danielovich to Jewish immgrants on
Decenmber 9, 1916, in Ansterdam New York; later, his given name was
changed to |sadore, and his fam |y nanme becane Densky; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his chil dhood and teenage years, |sadore Densky
worked mnore than 40 jobs to supplenent his father's meager inconme as a
ragman; as a way to escape his difficult life, he poured his enotions
into acting in high school plays, and realized he wanted to build a
career in theater and acting; and

VWHEREAS, Upon graduating, |sadore Densky hitchhiked to St. Law ence
University in Canton, New York, was admtted and given a college | oan;
he becane a star westler, and was el ected President of the student body
in his junior year; and

WHEREAS, During the sumers, |sadore Densky worked as a stagehand at
t he Tamarack Pl ayhouse in the Adirondacks, where he was given sonme ninor
roles; he then tried out for the American Acadeny of Dramatic Arts in
New York City, but was unable to obtain a schol arship; and

WHEREAS, After graduating from college, he decided to change his
nane to Kirk Douglas, and returned to New York City where he studied
acting for two years, played in sumer stock, and nade his first
Br oadway appearance in the 1941 nusical "Spring Again"; and

VWHEREAS, Kirk Douglas proudly served his country as a nenber of the
United States Arny for two years, before he was injured in an accidental
expl osi on; and

WHEREAS, | n Novenber of 1943, Kirk Douglas nmarried the forner D ana
Dill, and together, they had two sons, M chael and Joel; and



VWHEREAS, Kirk Douglas married producer Anne Buydens on May 29, 1954,
and becane the proud father of two nore sons, Peter and Eric; in 2017,

the couple released a book entitled Kirk and Anne: Letters of Love,
Laughter and a Lifetine in Hollywod, which revealed intimate letters
t hey shared throughout nore than six decades of marriage; and

WHEREAS, Kirk Douglas and his famly noved to California, and he
began his storied filmcareer in "The Strange Love of Martha Ilvers,"
which starred Barbara Stanwyck; in 1949, he earned his first Oscar
nom nati on playing a has-been boxer, Mdge Kelly, in "Chanpion"; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his |ong and distinguished career, Kirk Dougl as
recorded over 92 acting credits, including sonme 75 novies, often tines
playing a ruthless villain; sone of his notable roles included Janes
McLeod in "Detective Story," for which he received a Golden d obe
nom nati on; Jonathan in "The Bad and the Beautiful," for which he
received his second Oscar nom nation; and Vincent van Gogh in "Lust for
Life," for which he earned his third Oscar nomnation and his second
ol den d obe nomnation; and his nost fanous, a rebellious slave in
"Spartacus,” which went on to win four Oscars; and

WHEREAS, A rebel in real life, Kirk Douglas fornmed his own
production conpany, Bryna in 1957, in an effort to nanage i s own career
and

WHEREAS, As the years went by, Kirk Douglas starred in fewer filns,
but stayed active in the business as a director, producer and author,
witing two novels, and his best-selling autobiography, The Ragman's
Son; and

WHEREAS, Kirk Douglas was a nan of many interests and passions; a
true patriot, he served as Special Anmbassador under four United States
presidents, and in 1981, was the recipient of the Presidential Medal of
Freedom and

WHEREAS, Kirk Douglas and his beloved wife were an incredibly
generous team they donated significant funds to St. Law ence
University, and various other schools and nedical facilities, and
supported nunerous non-profit organi zations in southern California such
as the Anne Dougl as Chil dhood Center at the Sinai Tenple of Wstwood and
Harry's Haven, an Al zheiner's treatnent facility in Wodland H lls; and

WHEREAS, This renmarkabl e coupl e established the Anne Dougl as Center
for Honel ess Wnen at the Los Angeles Mssion, and the Kirk Douglas
Theatre in 2004, and donated a nunber of playgrounds in Jerusalem and
the Kirk Douglas Theater at the Aish Center across from the Wstern
wall; and

WHEREAS, Even though he suffered a stroke in March of 1996, Kirk
Dougl as persevered and remained a Hol l ywood fixture; |ater that year, he
gave a novi ng acceptance speech at the 68th Annual Acadeny Awards when
he recei ved an Oscar for Lifetine Achievenent; and



VWHEREAS, Kirk Douglas continued to work, playing Chester J. Lanpw ck
in an episode of "The Sinpsons,” and appeared in filnms such as
"Di anonds", and the 2003 "It Runs in the Famly," which <co-starred his
son, M chael, grandson Caneron, and ex-w fe Di ana; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his son, Eric, Kirk Douglas is survived by
his wi fe, Anne Buydens Dougl as; three sons, Mchael, Peter, and Joel;

five grandchildren, and one great-grandchild; as well as numerous other
relatives, fans and fellow actors, who will |ong cherish his nmenory; and

WHEREAS, In appreciation of his life of comm tnent, dedication and
substantial contribution, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
inscribe upon its records this tribute to the nmenory of Kirk Dougl as
that many generations may know and appreciate his admrable character,
his many benevolent deeds, and the respect and esteemin which he was
hel d; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrating the Ilife and acconplishnments of Kirk Douglas, Hollywood
i con, noted philanthropist, and devoted fam |y man; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Kirk Dougl as.



