Assenbl y Resol ution No. 607
BY: M of A Cruz

COVMEMORATI NG  the 198t h Anni versary of the
| ndependence of Peru

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in Kkeeping wth its
ti me-honored traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
commenorate the 198th Anniversary of the formal |ndependence of Peru to
be cel ebrated on Peruvian Cultural Day in New York at the Corona Plaza
in Corona, New York, on Saturday, July 27, 2019; and

WHEREAS, The history of the Peruvian people dates back to as early
as 10,000 BC and the oldest <conplex civilization, Norte Chi co,
flourished along the coast of the Pacific between 3000 and 1800 BC, and

WHEREAS, Later «cultures energed including the G pisnique, Chinu,
Wari, Chavin, Paracas, Mochica, Nazca as well as the Incas who in the
15th Century forned the nost powerful enpire in Pre-Col unbian Amrerica;
and

WHEREAS, Peru, a Spanish Viceroyalty since 1535, was notably
exploited for its rich mneral deposits and guano used for fertilizers;
and

VWHEREAS, By the early 19th Century, nost South Anerican territories
were swept by wars of independence, while the powerful colonial
government of the Viceroyalty of Peru remained |oyal to Spain, only to
be challenged by the mlitary canpaigns for independence |led by Jose de
San Martin and later, Sinon Bolivar; and

VWHEREAS, The revolutionary arny led by San Martin was nmuch smaller
than that of royalist forces, so a direct attack on the Spanish was not
a prudent nove; and

VWHEREAS, The revol ution strategy consisted of the Peruvian people
conducting the uprisings thenmselves while the revolutionary forces began
to organi ze a new Peruvi an governnment; and

VWHEREAS, On February 21, 1821, Jose de San Martin pronul gated the
Provi sional Rules, a set of |egal guarantees for Peruvian citizens; on
July 28, 1821, the arny l|led by San Martin took over Lima and
I ndependence from Spain was finally proclainmed; the new Peru naned San
Martin their "Protector” and their ruler; and

WHEREAS, On July 26, 1822, San Martin nmet with Sinon Bolivar at
Guayaquil to plan the future of Latin Amrerica; the separation from Spain
culmnated in 1824, resulting fromthe Battles of Junin and Ayachcho;



and

WHEREAS, Peruvians immigrated to the United States in four nmgjor
waves; small but significant waves of immgration occurred in San
Franci sco during the gold rush, and the Metro Detroit area in the 1950s;
another wave of immgration occurred again early in the 20th Century,
due largely to the burgeoning textile industry in New York and New
Jersey; and

VWHEREAS, Beginning in the 1970s, another wave of Peruvians arrived
in the United States, nbst of whomwere fleeing Peru s governnent; the
1980s and 1990s saw the nost significant influx of Peruvians to United
States shores, this time in response to political instability and to a
col | apsi ng econony in Peru; and

VWHEREAS, Despite being a relatively recent ethnic group, the nedian
household incone for Peruvians neets the average Anerican househol d
i ncome, and 30% of all Peruvians over the age of 25 have college
degrees, exceeding the United States' national average of 24% and

VWHEREAS, Many Peruvians have made New York their hone, and this
Legislative Body is justly proud to thank the Peruvian people for their
contributions to this great Enpire State; currently, 40,477 Peruvi ans
live in New York City, with 25,110 living in Queens; and

VWHEREAS, The 198t h Anniversary of the independence of Peru provides
an opportunity to recognize the significance of their contributions to
the quality and character of |life, and, through events and activities,
for all people to gain a greater appreciation of Peruvian history and
traditions, and of the role Peruvians have played, and wll continue to
play, in our society; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity
to recogni ze such events of significance which foster ethnic pride and
exenplify the «cultural diversity that represents and strengthens the
fabric of the people and the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 198th Anniversary of the Independence of Peru; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Marita Landaveri, Consul General of Peru, New York.



