Assenbl y Resol ution No. 485
BY: M of A Qdick

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
June 2019, as Gay Pride Month in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, Menbers of this Legislative Body support the rights,
freedons, and equality of those who are |I|esbhian, gay, bisexual
transgender and queer (LGBTQ; and

VWHEREAS, Those who took a stand for human rights and dignity at the
Stonewall Inn in New York City on June 28, 1969, are anong the pioneers
within this nmovenent; this year marks the 50th Anniversary of the
Stonewal | Riots; and

VWHEREAS, The LGBTQ Stonewall protestors were subject to police
harassnent and i nvidious discrimnation based on sexual orientation and
gender identity and expression; and

WHEREAS, This decisive nonment in history was followed by the
creation of gay rights organizations in every mgjor city in the United
States within two years of the Stonewal | uprising; and

WHEREAS, The Stonewall uprising has been followed by many positive
progressive historic nonents; and

WHEREAS, One year after the Stonewall uprising, on June 28, 1970,
the first gay pride marches took place in New York Cty, Los Angeles and
San Franci sco; and

WHEREAS, Each year, since the Stonewall uprising, the end of June
has been cel ebrated as gay pride with LGBTQ pride marches and other
events being held throughout New York State, and throughout the world;
this 50th Anniversary is being celebrated as World Pride Day; and

VWHEREAS, | n Decenber of 1973, the board of the Anerican Psychiatric
Association voted to renove honbsexuality from its [list of nenta
i1l nesses; and

VWHEREAS, A Marriage Equality Bill first passed the New York State
Assenbly in 2007; and

WHEREAS, The Marriage Equality Act passed both houses and was signed
into law in New York State on June 24, 2011, making the state the sixth
in the nation to do so; and

WHEREAS, This nore than doubled the percentage of Anmericans who
lived in states wth fair marriage |laws and affected nore than 42,000
sanme-sex couples raising 14,000 children in the state; and

VWHEREAS, The year 2012 marked the first year all 50 States in the
United States had at | east one openly LGBTQ el ected official; and



WHEREAS, On June 26, 2013, New York State resident Edith Wndsor,
represented by Roberta Kaplan, won her case against the United States;

the Suprene Court ruled that section three of the Defense of Marriage
Act was unconstitutional and the Federal Government cannot discrimnate
against married | esbian and gay couples for the purposes of determning
Federal benefits and protections; and

VWHEREAS, On June 9, 2015, Secretary of Defense Ash Carter announced
that the Mlitary Equal Opportunity policy has been adjusted to include
gay and |l esbhian mlitary nenbers; and

WHEREAS, On June 26, 2015, the Suprene Court ruled that states
cannot ban sane-sex marriage; and

VWHEREAS, On June 24, 2016, then President Barack Cbama announced the
designation of the first national nonunent to | esbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) rights; the Stonewall National Monunent will
enconpass Christopher Park, the Stonewall Inn and the surrounding
streets and sidewalks that were the sites of the 1969 Stonewall
upri sing; and

WHEREAS, On April 4, 2017, the 7th District Court of Appeals ruled
that the Gvil R ghts Act prohibits workplace discrimnation against
L&BT enployees, after Kinberly Hively sues Ivy Tech Community Coll ege
for violating Title VIl of the act by denying her enploynent; and

WHEREAS, The nonth of June remi nds us of all the achievenents of the
past and highlights the work that remains to be done; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mJune 2019, as Gay Pride
Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonob, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



