Assenbly Resol ution No. 477
BY: M of A. Buttenschon

COMVENDI NG the Mhawk Vall ey Resource Center for
Ref ugees upon the occasion of hosting its Annual
Worl d Refugee Day Cel ebration on June 22, 2019

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zati ons and i ndividuals who woul d devote thenselves to the welfare
of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
commend the Mohawk Vall ey Resource Center for Refugees upon the occasion
of hosting its Annual Wrld Refugee Day Cel ebration on Saturday, June
22, 2019, at Hanna Park, Utica, New York; and

WHEREAS, This auspicious occasion will be conprised of a nyriad of
events to celebrate Wrld Refugee Day including nusic and dance
performances, a Bike Raffle and G veaway, and a Puppet Show, as well as
a Citizenship Cerenony where refugees fromthe community will be proudly
naturalized to the United States; in addition, people can buy food from
vendors, and view traditional «crafts and educational displays about
ref ugees and forced mgration; and

WHEREAS, It is also a time to recognize the contributions of
refugees in Utica, and observe the plight of 60 mllion individuals, 1
In 22 persons, globally that are refugees or in refugee-like situations;
to date, close to 16,000 refugees have resettled and cone to call the
Mohawk Val l ey their hone; and

VWHEREAS, Under the able |eadership of Executive Director Shelly
Cal I ahan, the Mohawk Vall ey Resource Center for Refugees strives to
assi st refugees, inmgrants and Limted English Proficient (LEP)
i ndi vi dual s throughout the integration process, and hel ps them achieve
i ndependence and self-sufficiency by devel opi ng products and servi ces;
and

WHEREAS, The United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
is mandated by the United Nations General Assenbly to l|ead and
coordinate international action to protect refugees and find solutions
to refugee problens worl dw de; and

VWHEREAS, It is inmportant to recognize that the United States has a
| ong history of hel ping and protecting refugees, and is signatory to the
1951 United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and
its 1967 Protocol; and

WHEREAS, The United Nations General Assenbly unani nobusly adopted a
resol uti on on Decenber 4, 2000, nami ng June 20th of every year as World
Refugee Day, bringing attention to the plight of the world's refugees



and to extend to them encouragenent, support and respect; and

VWHEREAS, World Refugee Day 2019 is dedicated to protecting refugees
and providing themw th opportunities to rebuild their lives safely and
with dignity; this year, Wrld Refugee Day al so marks a key nonent for
the public to show support for famlies and individuals forced to flee;
and

WHEREAS, The communities of the Mohawk Vall ey, Oneida County and the
City of Uica continue to both welcone refugees and nake resources
available to themand their famlies to lead dignified lives, and
achieve security in personhood and to followlife, liberty and the
pursuit of happi ness; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Mohawk Val |l ey Resource Center for Refugees upon the occasion
of hosting its Annual Wrld Refugee Day Cel ebrati on on June 22, 2019;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Shelly Callahan, Executive Producer, Mbhawk Valley Center
for Refugees.



