Assenbly Resol ution No. 43
BY: M of A Stec

HONORING The Sisters of Mercy in New York for
speci al recognition at a 50th Anni ver sary
Cel ebration on Septenber 12, 2018, hosted by
El derwood of Ui hlein at Lake Placid

WHEREAS, The spiritual guidance and nurturing of the citizens of the
State of New York is of great inportance to the vitality and well-being
of our conmmunities; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to those individuals of religious
comm tment who accept the responsibility of noral |eadership and render
t he wi sdom of human under st andi ng; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
The Sisters of Mrcy in New York for special recognition at a 50th
Anni versary Cel ebration on Septenber 12, 2018, hosted by El derwod of
U hlein at Lake Placid; and

WHEREAS, Established in 1978, Elderwood of U hlein at Lake Placid
provi des conprehensive, personalized care through a variety of prograns
such as skilled nursing, respite care, Seasons Menory Program and
therapy and rehabilitation services; and

WHEREAS, The Religious Sisters of Mercy (RS . M) are nenbers of a
religious institute of Catholic wonen founded in 1831 in Dublin, Ireland
by Catherine MAuley; today, the institute has approximtely 6,200
sisters worldw de, organized into a nunber of independent congregations;
t hey have been instrunental in initiating many education and health care
facilities around the gl obe; and

VWHEREAS, Early in 1895, Mdther WMy Perpetual Help Kiernan and
Sister Mary MAuley Connelly, Sisters of Mercy, stepped off a |unber
train in Gabriels, New York, with the mssion to open a tuberculosis
hospital ; and

WHEREAS, A freight house, loaned to them by Paul Smith, was their
first home and Dynanpb, a Ilittle gray donkey, was their first
transportation; from this hunble start, Sanatorium Gabriels grewto
becone a renowned hospital; and

VWHEREAS, Wth the decline of tuberculosis in the m d- 1950s,
Sanatorium Gabriels becane respected for its treatnent of other chronic
i1l nesses so, by 1962, the Sisters of Mercy directed their dedication
towards solving the new 20th century need for nore personal nethods and
systens to deliver health care to aging citizens; and

WHEREAS, Sister Mary Mchele Ayotte, admnistrator of Sanatorium
Gabriels at the tine, devel oped the "personalized nursing care" theory,



a nursing approach which recognizes that every individual 1is mnade in
God's image, with an inherent dignity and which age cannot destroy; this
new nursing care approach led to the creation of a novel architectural

design, octagonal "clusters" of patient roons surrounding a |arge
comunal | ounge; and

VWHEREAS, M. and Ms. Henry U hlein took the initiative and offered
the Sisters of Mercy |and upon which to build a facility to carry out
this new concept of care; Henry Uhlein' s vision and drive stinmnul ated
t he necessary community support for the project, subsequently nanmed the
U hlein Mercy Center; and

WHEREAS, Operated by the Sisters of Mercy, the U hlein Mercy Center
opened with its first 96 beds in Septenber of 1968; this skilled nursing
facility was the prototype for institutions pl anned and bui |t
specifically for a geriatric clientele; and

WHEREAS, Located on Od Mlitary Road in Lake Placid, New York, this
nodern facility is staffed with a Mdical Drector, registered and
practical nurses and nursing assistants who provide round the cl ock | ong
termcare; full time professional staff includes: two social workers, a
physi cal therapist, and dietician and activity director; and

WHEREAS, The central <core of the building houses services such as
adm ni stration, physical therapy, dentistry, podiatry, main dining room
and mai n chapel; the Jones Pavilion consists of two floors, unit | and
I1, each conposed of three octagonal clusters with all roons being
private and include a half bath; each octagon has 14 roons and opens in
a |lounge where socialization can take place; there are also two
addi ti onal octagonal clusters, units IIl and IV, and

VWHEREAS, | n 1987, new construction of 60 additional skilled nursing
beds and a large auditorium and other offices and services was
conpl eted; Beauty and Barbershop, volunteers' office and |[In-Service
suite are located in this wing; the design of the neww ng is the sane
as in the existing building and one of the octagonal clusters has been
designated to the care of Alzheiner's patients; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1993, a new service was added, short-termcare, formally
known as Respite Care; located on unit 1V, this bed is available for a
period up to 30 days for a person being cared for at home who wll
return to the hone setting, but needs tenporary care to allow the famly
to take a vacation, attend a famly reunion or sinply to get a nuch
needed rest; and

VWHEREAS, As of January 1, 2007, U hlein Mercy Center is owned and
operated by Adirondack Medical Center and is now known as AMC- Ui hl ei n;
certified for Medicare and Medicaid patients, currently its total 1ong
termcare capacity is 156; and

WHEREAS, In 1913, a bell was erected on Sunrise Hill at Sanatorium
Gabriels in honor of the Brady Farrell Famly, the earliest benefactors
of the Sisters of Mercy; today, the angelus bell is at the entrance of

AMC-U hlein in gratitude of the Farrell Famly's generosity; and



WHEREAS, These distinguished wonen of God have always gi ven
enl i ghtenment, guidance and wisdomto the many entrusted to their care
and have adm ni stered abundantly and unstintingly to the spiritual and
physi cal needs of all; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vidual s of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor The Sisters of Mercy in New York for special recognition at a 50th
Anni versary Cel ebration on Septenber 12, 2018, hosted by Elderwood of
U hlein at Lake Placid; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Sisters of Mercy in New York, and Elderwod of
U hlein at Lake Pl acid.



